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The Wedding Garment
Editorial

I N some of the meetings I have con-
ducted around the world, occasionally
I have been confronted on the Sabbath

by those who were improperly dressed
and groomed for the sacred hours. Having
disheveled hair and wearing jeans is not
the way to present ourselves in worship
before the Most High God. We under-
stand that when people arc poor and can-
Ilot afford a suit or dress. God knows their
circumstances and will accept the wor-
shipers a.... long as they prcscnllhemselves
before Him clean and wearing the best
they have.

Since 1844 we have been in the day
of atonement. The Seventh-day Advent-
ist people have their foundation in the
understanding of this dynamic doctrine.
But have we forgouen the preparation the
children of Israel made each year [Q usher
in the tenth day of the seventh month?
See Leviticus 23:27-32.

These were days of careful clothing
prepan.llion: the whole household was read-
ied. The camp was carefully inspected in
the anticipation of the grem Day of Atonc-
mcnl. Sins werc confessed. Each member
in the camp of Israel carefully searched his
own soul. Not one sin could be retained in
their lives. Should not the members of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. today, be
carefully examining their characters, their
lives and their households?

With great fear and trembling the an-
cient church approached the Day of
Atonement How can we then approach
our of atonement and the Sabbath
worship hour with such casualness in our
dress. deportment. and conversation?
Consider Jesus' parable of the wedding
garment recorded in Matthew 22:

"111e parable of the wedding gannent
opens before us a lesson of the highest
consequence. By the marriage is repre-
sCllled the union of humanity with divinity;
the wedding garment represents the charac-
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tel' which all must possess who shall be
accounted fit guests for the wedding....

"' By the king's examination of the
guests at the feast is represented a work
of judgment. The guests al the gospel
feast are those who profess to serve God,
those whose names are written in the
book of life. But not all who profess to be
Christians arc true disciples. Before the
final reward is given, it must be decided
who are fitted to share the inhcritance of
the righteous. This decision must be
made prior to the second coming of
Christ in the clouds of heaven: for when
He comes. His reward is with Him. 'to
give every man according as his work
sh"1I be: Revelation 22: I2. Before His
coming. then. the character of every
man's work will have been determined.
and to every OIlC of Christ's followers the
reward will have been apportioned ac-
cording to his deeds.

,·It is while men are still dwelling upon
the eanh that the work of investigative
judgment takes place in the courts of
heaven. The live:-; of all His professed
followers pass in review before God. All
are examined according to the record of the
books of heaven, and according 10 his deeds
the destiny of euch is forever fixed:'
Christ's Object LeS.I'OIIS. 307. 310.

,. A noble. all-round Ch'.u"ilClCr is not
inherited. It c1oc..<.; not come to us by accident.
A noble character is earned by individual
effort through the merits and grace ofChrist.
Goo gives the talents. the powers of the
mind: we lonn the characlcr. It is fonned by
hard. stem battles with self. Connict after
conflict must be waged against hereditary
tendencies. We shaH have to criticize our-
sclvcsclosely. and allow not one unfavorable
t.nlit to remain uncolrected....

., A character formcd accordi ng to thc
divine likeness is the only treasure that we
can take from this world to the next.
Those who are under the instruction of
Christ in this world will take cvery divine
attainment with them to the heavenly
mansions. And in heaven we are continu-
ally to improve. How important. then. is
the development of character in this life:'
Ibid., 331-332.

The character of Christ mu:-;l be repro-
duced in His saints, His saved people.
Then sin will never rise again. praise God!

"'Those who would be suints in
heaven. must tina be saillls upon the
earth: for when we leave this earth, we
shall take our char<.lclers with us. and this
will be simply laking with us some of the
clements of heaven imparted to us
through the righteousness of Christ." He-
view al1d Herald, August 19. 1890.

What does the servanl of the Lord
have to say about our Sabbath dress?

..Many need instruction as to how
they should appear in the assembly for
worship on the Sabbath. They are not to
enter the presence of God in the common
clothing worn during the week. All should
have n special Sabbath suit to be worn
when attending service in God's house.
While we should not conform to worldly
fashions. we arc not to be indifferent in
regard to our outward appe;:lrance. We are
to be neat and trim. though without adorn-
ment. The children of God >hould be pure
within and without.
"On Friday let the preparation for the

Sabbath be completed. See thal all the cloth-
ing is in readiness and that all the cooking is
done. Let the boots be blacked and the baths
be taken. It is possible to do this. If you make
it a rule you can do it:' Testimollies, vol. 6.
355, sec also Selected Messages. book 2.
474-475: Child Gllidallce, 528.

The way we present ourselves to God
on Sabbath and during the other six days of
the week in OUI" dress. our conversation. and
our reverence in the house of God. is an
important part of the formation of our
character. which is the only thing any of us
will ever lake fromlhis world to the next.

Let uS now make the preparation of our
Iives---characters: for our day 01" atonement
will soon be over. Our probation will be
forever decided and Jesus wi II soon come
that we may appear before the judgment
wit.hout "spot. or wrinkJe. or any such
thing:' and that we shall be .. holy and
without blemish:' Ephesians 5:27. This
standard of perfection should be our daily
prayer and our dClennination of life.

Ron Spear. EOITOR
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Scon Hunter is a pseudonym.

of belief will not get us into the kingdom.
"Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God." John 3:3.
Then another question comes to mind,

perhaps a harder one for some of us to
face. In general, are those who call them-
selves historic Adventists, or by whatever
name they choose to set themselves off
from the liberals, really teaching men and
women how to have a living relationship
with Jesus? How to be born again?

We may powerfully impress men and
women with conditions in the world and
the church, with the fact of Jesus' immi-
nent return, and with the necessity of
being ready for His coming. We may tell
people that they must be "born again."
But exhorting them to be ready, without
instructing them how to be ready, is like
telling a little lost child he had bener go
home, without helping him to find his
home.

"Many who claim to be the children
of God do not seem to understand that the
heart must be regenerated." Review and
Herald, November 20, 1894. This igno-
rance may be, at least in part, the fault of
those who minister to them spiritually.
There seems to be a tendency either to
take it for granted that listeners are al-
ready converted, or that somehow an un-
derstanding of what is involved in the
experience will come by osmosis.

There are probably disappointed peo-
ple coming away from many religious
meetings; for, while they may be stirred
emotionally as to their spiritual needs,
while there is created in their hearts a
spiritual vacuum, it may be that the vac-
uum has not been filled. By this statement
I mean that, newly aware, perhaps, of their
need of practical understanding of Chris-
tian living, they are not given straight
answers as to how to meet their needs. So
they go home fUlTt1y resolving to fight the
good fight of faith. But because they have
not been clearly instructed in the ways of
the enemy, and because they do not un-
derstand themselves and how to deal with
self and sinful thoughts, feelings, and
attitudes, they grope about in a spiritual
twilight, are tripped up and fall.

Not infrequently, after a period of fail-
ure, some of those people conclude that
Christianity does not work the way they
have been told it does, So they slip into
legalism, or accept some other version of
Christianity which bener conforms to what
they have been experiencing, or perhaps
they tum their back on it altogether.

Are We Emphasizing the
Most Important Subject?

One hand went up.
Later, r was told by the speaker that

those questions had been asked of many
Adventist groups, and the response ratio
was always about the same.
r could not help pondering, Does not

this fact suggest that, while we as a
church have been emphasizing the need
of being ready when Jesus comes, we
have, at the same time, been failing to
lead converts and members to the most
important experience which will make
them ready for that coming-the new
birth? Jesus made the fact very plain that
correcting our actions and having purity

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Scott Hunter I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

I was attending a meeting at which
perhaps fifty Seventh-day Adventists
were present. At one point in the

meeting, the speaker asked, "Before you
were baptized, how many of you were
taught that if you were using alcohol, or
tobacco, or drugs. or reading certain kinds
of immoral literature, and so on, you must
give them up?"

Just about every hand went up.
The speaker then asked, "How many of

you, before baptism, were laught that you
must die to self, and give up anger, resent-
ment,jealousy, envy, pride, impatience, and
other kinds of sinful feelings and attitudes?"

4 Our Finn Fotlndalion February 1995



The new birth is a rare experience in this age
of the world. ... Many, so many, who

assume the name of Christ are unsanctified and
unholy. They have been baptized, but they are
buried alive.

"I wish you to distinctly understand
this point, that souls are kept from obey-
ing the truth by a confusion of ideas, and
also because they do not know how to
surrender their wills and their minds to
Jesus. They want special instruction how
to become Christians." Evangelism, 152.
"What the people want is instruction,
What shall I do that I may save my soul?"
Counsels to Writers and Editors, 25.

That we should expect people who
are joining the remnant church to put
aside tobacco, drugs, alcohol, bad lan-
guage, evil literature, harmful TV watch-
ing, and such things, may be taken for
granted. The Bible refers to ungodly
practices in words like these: Let us not
live" in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in
strife." Romans 13: 13. "Now the works
of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
adultery. fornication, uncleanness, las-
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft, ...
murders, drunkenness. revellings, and
such like: ... They which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God."
Galatians 5: 19-21. These are outward,
observable acts that may be seen by
others, and perhaps outwardly controlled
or subdued by each person.

But we also read in Galatians and
other scriptural lists that such things as
hatred (or enmity), variance (or jealous-
ies), and envying, which are not sins of
outward behavior, but of the mind and
emotions, also keep us from inheriting the
kingdom of God.

Jesus made much more of the sins of
the heart than sins of performance. "Ye
have heard that it was said by them of old
time, Thou shalt not kill: ... but I say unto
you, That whosoever is angry with his
brother ... shall be in danger of the
judgment." Matthew 5:21-22. "Ye have
heard that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not commit adultery; but I say
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath commined
adultery with her already in his heart."
Verses 27-28. "Out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fomi-
cations, thefts, false witness, blasphemy:
these are the things which defile a man."
Matthew 15: 19-20.

It is, of course, impossible to read
another's thoughts and motives. But it is
nevertheless vital for preachers and those
preparing others for church membership,
to make it plain that God judges the heart,
the motives, the spirit, before He looks at
performance. This fact will lead people to
become aware of the needs of their souls,

and will help them to see the importance
of heart surrender.

"We need to be enlightened on this
point [true conversion], and the ministers
need to be educated to dwell more particu-
larly upon the subjects which explain true
conversion." Faith and Works, 19.

Is it important that we instruct our
hearers more than we now do in clear,
practical, detail about conviction, repent-
ance, confession, restitution, victory in the
spirit over resentment, anger, impatience,
envy, and other sins of the heart? Do we
not need to be absolutely sure that they are

taught the way of repentance and confes-
sion and victory over self and sin?

"There are more souls longing to un-
derstand how they may come to Christ
than we imagine.... Many ministers
think that it is not necessary to preach
repentance and faith, with a heart all
subdued by the love of God; they take it
for granted that their hearers are perfectly
acquainted with the gospel, and that mat-
ters of a different nature must be pre-
sented in order to hold their attention. If
their hearers are interested, they take it as
evidence of success. The people are more
ignorant in regard to the plan of salvation
and need more instruction upon this alJ-
important subject than upon any other."
Testimonies, vol. 394.

"The new birth is a rare experience in
this age of the world. This is the reason
why there are so many perplexities in the
churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and
unholy. They have been baptized, but they
are buried alive. Self did not die, and
therefore they did not rise to newness of
life in Christ." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1075.

May I invite my readers to ask them-
selves a question or two: When did I last
hear a sermon, or a series of sermons, that
not only informed me that Tmust have the
new birth, but which, step by step, also
helped me to understand how I might have
that experience, and how to maintain it?

When did a new book from the press
come to my attention in which the author
outlined the way one might find a practi-
cal, living relationship with the Lord Je-
sus? How many articles do I read in
religious publications that do so?

Let us preach and write of the fearful
conditions in the world, yes. Let us warn
men and women of the dangers within and
without the church. Let us tell them of the
mark of the beast. Let us alert them to the
requirements of the law of God and of the
judgments of God. Let us do our best to
make clear the nature of Christ and its

significance for us. Let us with all our
sanctified vigor and capacity make plain
the various doctrines of the Bible. But let
us at the same time keep in mind that, vital
as these things are, it is possible to be-
come so involved with" truths" and theo-
ries, problems and evils, within and with-
out the church, and the multitude of last-
time events that seize our attention, that
we can forget the really important matter,
that we have experienced the new birth,
and that we are maintaining the love
connection with Jesus which we find in
that experience.

So, in all of our teaching and defend-
ing of truth, let us not allow our attention
to be diverted from the really important
matter. Let us remember the first neces-
sity, which, according to Scripture, the
Spirit of Prophecy, and common sense, is
to educate the people in the way of salva-
tion. Let us realize it is not enough simply
to exhort people to have the new birth, but
that we must also carefully show them
how they may find and maintain that
experience.

This goal is primary; everything else
is secondary. 0
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Repent, and Do the
First Works

the history and experience of everyone
who has accepted Him. To His people He
says. "'I have graven thee upon the palms
of my hands'" Isaiah 49: 16. He cherishes
carefully every act of love and endurance
performed by them.

., And how thou canst not bear them
which are evil: ilnd thOlI hast tried thcm
which say they arc ,-lpostlc::;, und are l1ul.
and hast found them liars:' While we
should not find fault and accuse, we
should never give encouragement to evil.
There arc those who arc vain talkers.
Their innuence is misleading. Unless they
repent. they will be weighed in the bal-
ances. and found wanting. Faithful re-
proof may save them.
"Nevertheless I havc somewhat

against thee. because thou hast left thy
first love:' At the first. the experience of
the church a\ Ephesus was marked by
childlike fervor and simplicity. An ardent.
heartfelt love for Christ controlled the

U TO the angel of the
church of Ephesus
write: These things

saith he that holdeth the seven
stars in his right hand. who
walkcth in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks; 1
know Ihy works. and thy la-
bour, and thy patience, and
how thou c;:mst not bear them
which arc evil: and thou hast
tried them which say they ,ue
apostles, (Ind arc not. and hast
found them liars: and hast
borne. and hasl patience. and
for my name's sake hast la-
boured. and hast not faimcd.
Nevertheless I have somewhat
against thee. because thou hast
left thy lirst love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art
fallen. and repent. and do the
first works: or else I will come
unto thee quickly. and will re-
move thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.'·
Revelation 2: 1-5.

The words fall from the
lips arOne who cannollie. The
picture reveals eternal vigi-
lance. Christ is in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks,
walking from church to
church. from congregation to
congregation. from heart to
heart. He that keepeth Israel
neither slumbers nor sleeps. rf
the candlesticks were left to
the care of human beings, how
often the light would flicker and go out!
But God has not given His church into the
hands of men. Christ. the One who gave
His life for the world. that all who believe
in Him may not perish but have everlast-
ing life. is the Watchman of the house. He
is the Warder. faithful and true. of the
temple courts of the Lord.

"These things saith he that holdeth the
seven stars in his right hand:' The words
are spoken to the teachers in the church-
those entrusted by God with weighty re-
sponsibilities. The sweet influences that
arc lO be abundant in the church are bound
up with God's ministers, who are to reveal
the precious love or Christ. The stars of
heaven arc under His control. He fills
them with light. He guides and directs
their movements. If He did not do this.
they would become fallen stars. So with
His ministers. They arc but instruments in
His hands. and all the good they accom-
plish is done through His power. Through

them His light is lO shine forth. The
Saviour is to be their efficiency. If they
will look to Him as He looked to His
Father. they will do His work. As they
make God their dependence, He will give
them His brightness to reflect to the
world.

Christ walks in the midst of His
churches through the length and breadth
of the earth. He looks with intense interest
to see whether His people are in such a
condition spiritually that they can advance
His kingdom. He is present in every as-
sembly of the church. He knows those
whose hearts He can fill with the holy oil.
that they may impat1 it to others. Those
who faithfully carry forward the work of
Christ. representing in word and deed thc
character of God, fulfill the Lord's pur-
pose for them. and Christ takes pleasure in
them.

,. I know thy works, and thy labor. and
thy patience." Christ is acquainted with

EllenG. White
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H e [Christ] desires to sanctify, elevate, and
ennoble His followers, The influence of

those who truly believe in Him will be a savor
of life in the world,

believers. They rejoiced in the love of
God because Christ was an abiding pres-
ence in their hearts. In sentiment and
action they were united. Love for Christ
was the golden chain that bound them
together. They followed on to know the
Lord more and still more perfectly. and
brightness and comfort and peace can1e
illlo their lives. They trusted in the Lord.
They did not think of hoarding the pre-
cious tre<.lsures of the grace of Christ.
Their highest aim was to win souls to the
Saviour. They felt the importance of their
calling: and weighted with the precious
message of the gospel-peace on eanh
and good wi II toward men-they called
upon all to come to ChriM.

Visiting the fatherless and the widow
was part of their daily experience. They
kept themselves unspoltcd from the
world. They knew that a failure to do this
would bc a denial of thc Redeemer.

In evcry city the work was carried
forward. Warm. inspired appeals were
made. and sinners were brought to the
cross. In their turn they felt that they must
tell of the inexhaustible treasure they had
found. They could not rest until the beams
of light which had illumined their minds
were shining illlo the minds of others.
Multitudes of believers were made ac-
quainted with the reason of the hope held
by the Christians. Precious light waS
flashed into minds darkened by error.

After a time coldness crept into the
church. Differences unworthy of notice
sprang up. and the eyes of the believers
were taken from beholding Jesus as the
Author and Finisher of their faith. Their
love for one another beg'ln to wane. The
multitudes that might have been convicted
and converted by a faithful practice of the
truth were left unwarned.

How is it with the church of today,
which has rcceived such great light? God
sees that ils members have lost the love
for souls which Christ revealed to them
when first they saw His unspeakable
mercy for the fallen race. Then they could
not keep silen!. They were filled with
desire to give to others the blessings they
had received. Thus it is with all who are
lruly converted. Those who love sinners
with the love of God will work the works
of God.

Let the church arise and shine: for
their light has come. and the glory of the
Lord has risen upon them. Let them un-
derstand that Christ expects them to do the
work that He did while on this earth.
The leaven of truth needs to be intra·

duced into society. The means of God's

people should be used to carry forward
His work in new fields. But many have
selfishly grasped for themselves all the
means they dared. and have coveted more.
Grave evils have sapped the life and zeal
and virtue of the church. Let us change
quickly, or He who holds the seven stars
in His right. hand, who walks in the midst
of the seven golden candlesticks, will say
to us. as He said to the church of Ephesus,
"I have somewhat against thee. because
thou hast left thy first love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen. and

repen!. and do the first works; or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy cilJ1dlestick out of his place."
The work that God desires to see dOlle by
Seventh-day Adventists is not done. Un-
less there is a decided change. the people
will accept as truth that which is not truth.

Nigh alld afar off the laws of God's
kingdom arc to be proclaimed. Let the
churches arouse. Let the ministers clothe
themselves with zeal as with a garment.
God says to them, "Cry aloud, spare not,
lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew
my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob lheir sillS." Isaiah 58: I.
Anything less than active. earnest service
1'01' the Master gives the lie to our
sion of Christianity. Only the Christianity
that results in practical work will make an
impression upon those who are dead in
trespasses and sins. Praying. humble. be-
lieving Christians. who show by their
actions that their greatest desire is to make
known the saving truth that is to tcst all
people. will gather a rich harvest of souls
for the Mastcr.

We need to break up the monotony of
our religious labor. We are doing a work
in the world, but we are not showing
enough activity and zeal. If we were more
in earnest. men would be convinced of the
truth of our message. The tameness and
monotony of our service for God repels
many who are looking (0 sec in us a deep.
earnest. sanctilicd zeal. Legal religion
will not answer for this age. We may

perform all the outward acts of service.
and yet be as destitute of the quickening
inAuence of the Holy Spirit as the hills of
Gilboa were destitute of dew and rain. We
need spiritual moisture: and we need <.lIsa
the bright beams of the Sun of Righteous-
ness to soften and subdue our hearts.

In times past there wcre those who
fastened their minds upon one soul after
another, saying, ,. Lord. help me to save
this soul:' But now such instances are
very rare. How many act as if they real-
ized the peril of sinners? How many take

to God ill prayer those they kllow to be ill
danger, pleading with Him to save them?

Remember that there are those who
will perish unless we as God's instrumen-
talities work with a determination which
will nOt fail or become discouraged. The
Lord wi 11 provide ways and means for
those who will seek Him with all the
heart. He has in readiness the most pre-
cious revelations of His grace to
strengthen and encourage the sincere.
humble worker. There is no excuse for the
faith of our churches being so feeble.
"Turn you to the strong hold. ye prisoners
of hope'" Zechariah 9: 12 There is
strength for us in Christ. He is our Advo-
cate. He dispatches His messengers to
every part of His dominion to communi-
cate His will to His creatures. He walks in
the midst of His churches, He desires to
sallctify. elevaLe. and ennoble His follow-
ers. The influence of those who truly
believe in Him will be a savor of life in the
world. Christ holds {he stars in His right
hand, and it is His purpose to let His light
shine forth through them to the world.
Thus He desires to prepare His people for
higher service in the church above. He has
given us a great work to do. Let us do it
faithfully. Let us show forth in our lives
what divine grace can do for humanity. 0

Review and Herald. May 26. 1903.
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Revival and Refonnation-Our Greatest Need
living on the earth today." Review and
Hera/d. December 31. 1903.

And again the prophet admonishes
God's people today, "1 ask you to study the
fourth to the eighth chapters of Deuteron-
omy. that you may understand what God
required of His ancient people that they
might be a holy people unto Himself. We
are nearing the day of God's great tinal
review, when the people of this world must
stand before the Judge of all the earth to
answer for their deeds. We are now in the
time of investigation. Before the day of
God's review, every character will have
been investigated, every case decided for
eternity. Let the words of God's servant
recorded in these chaplers be read with
profit:' The Seventh-day Adventist Bib/e
Commentary, vol. I, II 18.

Moses was truly seeking to prepare a
people. not only for going into the Prom-
ised Land. but also for their [uture growth
in that land, knowing from past experi-
ence that they would have a tendency to
draw away from loving God and follow-
ing His commandments. He knew lhat
Satan would actively seek to draw the
people away from their love for God and
their obedience to Hjs commandments.

.. Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters of Adanl to
keep the law of God. and thus charged

FOR forty years the Israelites wan-
dered in the wilderness-the result
of disobedienee and lack of faith.

They had refused to enter into the Prom-
ised Land when God had given the oppor-
tunity. The "giants in the land" had been
bigger than their tfust in God, even
though God had given them many evi-
dences of His power to deliver them from
any kind of circumstances. That genera-
tion perished except for two men---Caleb
and Joshua-who with the new genera-
tion entered at last into the beautiful land
which God had promised to them.

Just before the entry of this people
into Canaan, Moses gave them the book
of Deuteronomy to be a guide for main-
taining their connection with the God of
their fathers. In this book, Moses begins
with a historical survey, reminding the
people how God had led them in the
past, to give them courage for the future.
He continues with an exhortation to keep
the law of God. In fact, he repeats the
Ten Commandments completely, con-
necting the commandments with God's
people being brought out of bondage.
See Deuteronomy 5.

Moses points out that the Decalogue is
the basis for the covenant between God
and Israel, and encourages the need for
obedience to the commandments. He also

reviews the requirements of civil, social.
and religious legislation.

Moses speaks to the people about the
blessings which will come with obedience
to the law, and the curses which will
follow disobedience. But he points out
that obedience is to be based on a love
relationship with God, from whom the
power to obey will come. See Deuter-
onomy 30: I 1-20.

As one reads the book of Deuteron-
omy. he cannot help being impressed with
the number of times Moses exhorts the
people to be obedient to God's law-over
and over and over again the people are
reminded of the importance of obedjence.
In Deuteronomy 6:25, we are told, ., It
shall be our righteousness. if we observe
to do all these commandments before the
Lord our God. as he hath commanded
us:' But we are also reminded. "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart. and with all thy soul. and with all
thy might." Deuteronomy 6:5.

Ellen White tells us. "Deuteronomy
contains much instruction regarding
what the law is to us. and the relation we
shall sustain to God as we reverence and
obey His law." The Seventh-day Advent-
ist Bible COllllllental)', vol. I. 1118. She
also says. ,. The book of Deuteronomy
should be carefully studied by those

--------1 Clark Floyd
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Jesus is waiting on us-you and me. Will werespond? We are told, "It is the privilege of
every Christian not only to look for but to
hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If
they could not keep the law. then there
was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are
under the control of Satan repeat these
accusations against God. in asserting that
men cannot keep the law of God. Jesus
humbled Himself. c10lhing His divinity
with humanity, in order that He might
stand as the Head and Representative of
the human family. and by both precept
and example condemn sin in the flesh. and
give the lie to Satan's charges." Signs of
The Times. January 16, 1896.

God's chosen people of Moses' day
entered the Promised Land. But before
they emered. they had been purged of all
rebels. and so it will be with the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in these last days.
"And I will purge out from among you the
rebels, and them that transgress against
me." Ezekiel 20:38. But Israel, upon their
occupying the land of Canaan, soon again
forgot the God of their fathers.

God had sought for them to occupy
this land and 10 be able to greatly bless
them because of their obedience to Him
aud love for Him. Others then would be
drawn to the Creator God and desire to
serve Him also. But the history of the Old
Testament is a history of their failures and
their impending demise as the chosen
people of God.

However, there were a few bright
spots in the darkness along the way. One
of the most significant of these in regard
t.o revival and refoffi1ation came about in
the days of King Josiah. who ruled from
640 to 609 B.C. By the time of his rule,
Israel and Judah had both experienced
many leaders whose epitaph in the Bible
was "And he did thut which was evil in
the sight of the Lord." Idol worship had
flooded the land, and immoral practices
were the rule rather thun the exception.

.. Josiah was eight years old when he
began to reign. and he reigned thirty and
one years in Jemsalem.... And he did
that which was right in the sight of the
Lord, and walked in all the way of David
his father. and turned not aside to the right
hand or to the left.'· 2 Kings 22: 1-2.

In the eighteenth year of Josiah's
reign. Hilkiah, the high priest, the father
of Jeremiah the prophet, found the book
of Deuteronomy stored away in the house
of the Lord. See 2 Kings 22:8. As Josiah
listened to the reading of that book. he
realized how far away from God the
people had strayed...When the king had
heard the words of the book of the law,
that he rent his clothes" (2 Kings 22: I I)
as a sign of grief.

King Josiah called rogether aJl the
leaders of Judah and read to them the
book of Deuteronomy and then made a
covenant before the Lord "to walk after
the Lord, and to keep his commandments
and his testimonies and his statutes with
all their hean and all their soul, to per·
Io,.,,, The words of this covenant." 2 Kings
23:3. Emphasis supplied.

There followed one of the greatest
revivals and reformations that the people
of God had ever experienced. The idols
were removed from the people's lives.
Those religious leaders who were apostate

and taught wrong doctrine were removed
from their positions. All false religious
worship W3S purged.

''In the reformation that followed, the
king turned his attention to the destruction
of every vestige of idolatry that remained.
So long had the inhabitants of the land
followed the customs of the surrounding
nations in bowing down to image of
wood and stone, that it seemed almost
beyond the power of man to remove every
trace of these evils. But Josiah persevered
in his effort to cleanse the land." PropheTs
olld Kings, 40 I.

., And like unto him was there no king
before him, that turned to the Lord with all
his heart. and with all his soul, and with
all his might. according to all the law of
Moses: neither after him arose there any
like him," 2 Kings 23:25.

The Israelites as God's special people
have come and gone. See Mathew 23:37-
38. Over all, they failed miserably as the
witness to the world which God was
seeking in His chosen people, for they
failed to maintain thal close personal
walk. with a dependence upon God that
would have given them the power to
succeed.

God today has modern Israel. Its
members have lingered for many years
upon the border of the Promised Land:

.. Upon us is shining the accumulated
light of past ages. The record of Israel's
forgetfulness has been preserved for our

enlightenment. In this age God has set His
hand to gather unto Himself a people from
every nation, kindred, and tongue. In the
Advent movement He has wrought for His
heritage, even as He wrought for the Israel-
ites in leading them from Egypt.ln the great
disappointment of 1844 the faith of His
people was tested as was that of the He-
brews at the Red Sea. Had the Adventists in
the early days still trusted to the guiding
Hand that had been with them in their past
experience, they would have seen the salva-
tion of God. If all who had labored unitedly
in the work of 1844 had received the third

angel's message and proclaimed it in the
power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord would
have wroughl mightily with their effOlts. A
flood of light would have been shed upon
the world. Years ago the inhabitants of the
eroth would have been warned, the closing
work would have been completed. and
Christ would have come for the redemption
of His people." TeSTimonies, vol. 8, I lS-
116.
Over one hundred and fifty years have

passed since the spiritual awakening of
the 1800s which culminated in the great
disappointment of October 22, 1844.
Many have passed into their graves wait-
ing for the Lord to come. The question is
asked, U Why has the Lord so long delayed
His coming? The whole host of heaven is
waiting to fulfill the last work for this lost
world. and yet the work waits. It is be-
cause the few who profess to have the oil
of grace in their vessels with their lamps.
have not' become burning and shining
lights in the world." Marallotha. 55.

Jesus is waiting on us-you and me. Will
we respond? We are told, .. It is the privilege
of every Christian not only to look for but to
hasten the coming of OUf Lord Jesus Christ.
See 2 Peter 3: 12. margin. Were all who
profess His name bearing fruit to His glory,
how quickly the whole world would be sown
with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last
great harvest would be ripened, and Christ
would come to gather the precious grain."
ChriST's ObjecT LeSSOllS, 69.
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A reviva] of true godliness among us is the
greatest and most urgent of all our needs.

To seek this should be our first work.

Are you bearing fruit to the glory of
Jesus? "If Enoch walked with God. in that
degenerate age just prior to the destruction
of the world by a nood, we are to receive
courage and be stimulated with his exam-
ple that we need not be contaminated with
the world but. amid all its corrupting
intluences and tcndencies, we may walk
with God. We may have the mind of
Christ." Seleered Messages. book 3. 338.

.. A revival of true godliness among
us is the greatest and most urgent of all
our needs. To seek this should be our first
work. There must be earnest elTort to
obtain the blessing of the Lord. not be-
cause God is Ilot willing to bestow His
blessing upon us, bUI because we ilre
unprepared to receive it. IL is our
work. by confcssion. humili:lIion. repen-
tance. and earnest prayer. to fulfill the
conditions upon which God has promised
to grant us His blessing. A revival need
be expected only in answer to prayer."
Ibid, book 1, 121.

Many of you come 10 our camp meet-
ings year after year. and many read the
articlcs in this magazine month after
month. but are these experiences affect-
ing your lives? We are told... When the
Spirit's power touches their [your I
hearts. then the discourses given will nO(
be without effecl. Guided by the tcach-

of God·s Word, with the manifesta-
tion of His Spirit. inlhe exercise of sound
discretion. thosc who attcnd our meetings
[or read Our Firm FOllndaTion] will gain
a prccious expcrience. and returning
home. will be prepared to exert a health-
ful innuence." Ibid.

What is happening in your individual
life? Are you moving forward in the
power of God, nol only allowing God to
make those necessary changes in your
own life. but also reaching out regularly
to touch lhe lives of others around you?

Ellen White was shown "God's peo-
pic waiting for some change to take
place-a compelling powcr to take hold
of them. But they will be disappointed,

10 all" Firm FOI/1/dtl/iiJII February 1995

for they are wrong. They must act. they
must take hold of the work themselves
and earnestly cry to God for a true
knowledge of themselves. scenes
which are passing before us are of suffi-
cient magnitude to cause us to arouse
and urge the truth home to the hearts of
all who will listen. The harvest of the
earth is nearly ripe:' Testimonies. vol. I.
261.

.. Every soul should now stand in a
position of deeper. truer consecration to
God than during the years that have
passed." Selecled Messages. book 2.400.

The dry bones within God's remnant
church must come alive. Flesh muSt be
added to their Siructure. Our commil-
mcnt to God and to His work in us and
through us must be 100 percent. .. A
revival and a reformation must take
place. under the ministration of the Holy
Spirit. Revival and reformation arc two
different things. Revival signifies a re-
newal of spiritual lifc. a quickening of
the powers of mind and heart. a resurrec-
tion from spiritual death. Reformation
signifies a reorganization. a change in
ideas and theories. habits and practices.
Reformation will not bring forth the
good fruit of righteousness unless it b
connected with the revival of the Spirit.
Reviv<d and reformation are to do their
appointed work, and in doing this work
they must blend." Ibid" book 1. 128.

"Christians should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the world as :1Il
overwhelming surprise. and this prepara-
tion they should make by diligently study-
ing the Word of God and striving to
conform their lives to its precepts God
calls for a revival and a reformation .

"The Lord designs that the light shall
shine forth through His followers today.
If the saints of the Old Testament bore so
bright a testimony of loyalty. should not
those upon whom is shining the accumu-
lated light of centuries. bear a still
signal witness to the power of truthT
Prophets and Kings, 626.

What we need today is a .. rediscov-
ery" of the Book of the Law. God needs a
holy people. a people who arc willing to
be obcdient 10 all of His requircmellts, not
in their own strength, btU in the strength
thaI comes through a complete surrender
of self to Christ and a total dedication of
their lives in the service of God-a serv-
ice that is empowcred by a daily baptisn1
of the Holy Spirit. This revival can come
only on an individual basis. one by one.
.. Are wc waiting for some compelling
power to come upon the church before
we shall arouse? Are we hoping to sec the
whole church revived? Thilt time will
never come:' Selected Messages. book J.
122. As more persons make this commitM

ment. a group for God will finally be
formed who will vindicate His character.

My brother. my sister. are you willing
to c,lrry a cross? Arc you willing to make
a towl commitment of your life? Are you
willing to study the Book of the Law <lI1d
follow its instructions in the power of God
working in you? Will you be alllong the
people God will use to bring this work to
a c1ose7

"When God's people take their eyes
off the things of this world and place them
on hCilven and heavenly things they will
be a peculiar people. because they will see
the mercy and goodness and compassion
that God has shown to the children of
men. His love will c.i11 forth u response
from them. and their lives will to
thosc around thclllthat the Spiril of God i....
controlling thcm. lhat they are selling
their affections on things abovc. not 011
the things of the earlh.

"Only by Ihe light shining from the
cross of Calvary can we know to what
depths of sin and degradation the hum'lJ1
race fallen through Only by Ihe
length of the chain let down from heaven
to draw us up can we know the depths to
which we had sunk. And it is only by
keeping the unseen realities in view Ihal
we can understand anything of the won-
derful theme of redemption.

··Wc are almosl home: we shall soon
hear the voice of the Saviour richer than
any music. saying. Your warCare is 3C M

complished. Enter into the joy of thy
Lord. Blessed, blessed benediction: I wanl
10 hear il from His immortal lips. I want to
praise Him: I want to honor Him Ihat
sineth on the thronc. I \vant my voicc 10
echo and re-echo through the eotlns of
heaven. Wi II you be there? ... God help
us. and filius with all fullness and power.
and then we can taste of the joys of the
world lo come." MarlllICtlha. 322. 0



This Is Faith

A s a people. we are sHelly destitute
of a daily. living f£lith. the kind of
faith that keeps us from sin. self-

ishness. and worldliness. Paul in Romans
I: 17 clearly states... The just shall live by
failh." we c1aillllo be living by faith.
when we daily manifesl irrilalion and
frustration'! If husbands or wives fre-
quently give way !O harsh. cross words
with each other. have they. in essence.
found a faith Ihul saves? And if they have
not found a faith thaI saves. certainly they
wi II not be accounted among the just
(those who have been justified by the life
and blood of Jesus Christ).

If OUf faith docs not produce works.
such as a sweet and kind disposition
toward our spouse. then we have 110{ a
living faith. Without a living faith. 110
man Or woman shall enler into the king-
dom of hcuvcn, From Ihc pen of inspinl-
lion wc are IOld... He who has not suffi-
cient faith in Christ to believe thm He
can keep him from sillning. has llot the
faith that will givc him an cntrance into
lhe kingdom of God:' I?evielv and Her-
ald March 10. 1904. This, then is what
the apostle James Wl.IS saying when God
inspired him to pen the words in James
2:17. "Even so faith. if it hath not
works. is dead,"

So which do we possess. a living or a
dead faith? This question is fraught with
ctcrnal consequcnces! For if we have not
found a living faith that works daily.
whcnever we are tcsted and tried with
annoyance:-. that come into our everyday
life. we have not yct entered in10 the true
lire of a Christian. Oh. we may say thm wc
havc church mcmbership. 1hm we accept
the Bible as the authoritative Word of
God. that we give our tithes and offerings.
that wc have a pure vegetarian diet and do
nOI partake of any injurious substances.
Indeed. nil of these practices are good. but
they do not prove whether or not we hiive
a daily. living faith.

Perhaps here we should give a vcry
simple working dcfinition or faith. along
with a practical illustrution. "Faith is the
clasping of the hand of Christ in every
emergency:' GO'\lJel Workers. 262. How
does this statement translate into every-
day life'? I wus a speaker at a camp
meeting. and fifteen minutes before I
was (0 be in the pulpit, I received a
phone call from Illy wife. As the phone
rang in thc home in which I was staying.
the lady of the home said. "It's for you
Jim. and it's your wife:' I was just

walking oul of my room on my way to
the pulpit. In my childhood I was raised
to always be on time. In fact. almost no
onc in my family was ever late. for our
parents· philosophy was essentially "If
you are early. you <lre on time. and if you
arc on time. you are late:'

Here I was: I had been in prayer.
study. and contemplation of Ihe message
God wanted me to prcsel1l to these people.
My dependence had been on God. and I
knew Hc would be with me in preseI1ling
the message He had impressed upon my
mind. It would take me al leasl ten min-
utes 10 get to the pulpit and I could not
a/Tord LO be latc. Instantly my mind was
flooded with the following thoughts:

Jim Hohnberger

"Sally. why arc you troubling me
now'! You know I in fifteen min-

Why are you not praying for me
instead or bothering me? Could you not
have waited for ,I more convenient lime?
Sally. have yOll no consideration for the
importance of what I am doing?"

Friends. the truc belicver. lhe one who
has a daily living faith chooses to clasp
the hano of Christ in every emergency. It
always boils down to ,,1 choice. Would I
choose faith. which works by love and

.lim Hollllb('rgerlilul his lI'ife. Sally. 0fRl'srora-
lion IlIIcrl/otiollal. Ih'(' ill Polebridge. MOl/fana,
and hm'e dedicated (heir lin's full-lime {()
reachillg all people ll'ith Ihe praclical gospel.
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All that is required on your part is a
complete and continuous dependency on

Christ, coupled with a complete and continuous
surrender of your thoughts and purposes, your
will, and all that you have and are, to Christ to
be used as He may direct.

purifies the soul? Or, would I choose the
flesh, that is centered in selfishness and
destroys the soul? Which one did you
choose last week when your spouse an-
noyed or irritated you? Which did you
choose last week when your children did
not listen to you? For, it is when we are
put into an emergency that determines
whether or not we possess an active living
faith. You see, an emergency is any time
we open our mouths.

A terrible struggle was going on in my
mind. God was caJling me to surrender
those self-centered thoughts and words,
and the flesh was saying, "Let her have it.
She should have known better than to
disturb you at such a time." We are told:
"After the union with Christ has been
formed, it can be preserved only by ear-
nest prayer and untiring effort. We must
resist, we must deny, we must conquer
self. Through the grace of Christ, by
courage, by faith, by watchfulness, we
may gain the victory." Testimonies, vol.
5, 231. Emphasis supplied.

God was saying to me, "My grace is
sufficient; submit this irritation and an-
noyance to Me." As I did, He gave me the
power over my thoughts and feelings to
resist, to deny, and to conquer that self-
centeredness.

"Yes, Sally, what can I help you
with?" I asked.

She replied, "I have a small emer-
gency at home and I am having a hard
time making a decision, fearful that it will
be a wrong decision. I know God has
given you a talent of quick discernment,
and I need your help."

When I asked her what the problem
was, she shared it with me, and I re-
sponded immediately with a solution.

Sally then said, "Thank you, honey. I
love you and will be praying for you as
you speak."

I made it to the pulpit on time and was
able to deliver living water to God's
people, as well as living water to my wife.
But I cringe when I think of how many
times in the past I delivered salt water to
my wife, while claiming to possess living
water. The apostle James clearly states,
"If any man among you seem to be relig-
ious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man's reli-
gion is vain." James I:26. Emphasis
supplied. Vain means useless, worthless,
has no value whatsoever.

Friends, does the use of your tongue
render your religion vain? For many
years, the improper use of my tongue
rendered my Christian experience vain.
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Though I had church membership, though
I held the Scriptures as the only rule of my
life, though I had much zeal and a pure
vegetarian diet, I had not found that abso-
lute dependency on Christ, coupled with a
willing surrender of my thoughts, words,
and actions, that allowed me to live above
irritation and frustration. Thus I had yet to
find the living water.

Christ said, "When the Son of man
cometh shall he find faith on the earth?"
Luke 18:8. If Christ were to return to-
day, this very hour, would we be found
living by a faith that denies the flesh? A

faith that says "No" to irritation, frustra-
tion, appetite, passion, inclination, and
impulse? If not, then we have not found
the true Christian experience. I believe
that the vast majority of Christians have
yet to find an experience, through a
living faith in Christ, which keeps them
from sin, selfishness, and worldliness in
their everyday lives.

You see, faith in Christ puts an end to
the controlling power of sin in the heart
and life of the believer. We must venture
to go all the way with Christ, not just to
accept His forgiveness for our past sins,
but also to accept the provisions made to
live above sin in our daily lives. We must
each have a progressive experience of
continual obedience through a continual
dependency on Christ and a continual
surrender of our wills. As the Holy Spirit
draws us, we need to respond and give our
consent and our cooperation. This is faith.

It was midwinter and the roads were
snow-packed and icy. My oldest son, who
had just received his driving permit, was
driving me to the airport and traveling too
fast for conditions. Suddenly, our vehicle
went into a spin. Matthew, who was inex-
perienced, overcompensated. Then our
vehicle went out of control and crashed!
We hit the snowbank, and ended up facing
in the opposite direction from where we
were headed.

"Faith is the clasping of the hand of
Christ in every emergency." Gospel

Workers, 262. My flesh wanted to re-
spond with an irritated vocalization of
straightening my son out. However, the
Spirit was prompting me to put my de-
pendency on Christ, to surrender those
feelings and emotions of the moment.
Which willI choose? The life of the flesh
or the life of faith? Faith always calls for
self-denial in Christ, whereas the flesh
always says, "Have it your way." A
terrible struggle went on in my heart. But
I had made an agreement with God that
morning always to heed God's still small
voice.

So in faith, trusting in the Lord for
the proper words to say, I denied the
flesh and said, "Matthew, it was a good
experience. I'm glad no one was hurt.
Let us drive on."

How is it, friends, that our children
learn the life of faith? Is it merely a
result of taking them to church once a
week? Will it happen because they have
learned proper doctrine and scripture?
Or is it that they have witnessed faith in
the daily lives of their parents?

Friends, our children need to see faith
lived out in us, not merely a profession,
but a daily experience in which we, in
Christ. deny irritation and frustration, re-
sist feelings and emotions, conquer appe-
tites and passions, and refuse the inclina-
tions and impulses of the moment. It is
when they see real faith lived out in our
daily lives that they will want our religion.

If you have not yet found this kind of
faith and experience in Christ, it can be
yours. All that is required on your part is
a complete and continuous dependency
on Christ, coupled with a complete and
continuous surrender of your thoughts
and purposes, your will, and all that you
have and are, to Christ to be used as He
may direct. As you enter into this entire
consecration and continue in it, you be-
come a new creature in Christ. This is
faith! A faith that works by love and
purifies the soul. 0



Kevin Paulson is a free·lance writer living in
Redlands, California.

thanksgiving, must be placed upon the
glowing fire of the righteousness of
Christ. The fragrance of this righteous-
ness ascends like a cloud around the
mercy seat."

Since the time of Desmond Ford, I and '.!
perhaps earlier, advocates ofthe New Theol-
ogy have used this statement to support the
idea that sinless obedience is impossible in
this life, even for converted Christians. It is
claimed that the above passage teaches that
sanctified obedience-as well as sins con-
fessed and forsaken-must be placed under
the "umbrella" of forensic justification in
order for God to accept it. One author some
years ago, using the above statement as
evidence,2 declared, "You need the right-
eousness of Jesus Gustification) to cover
even your sanctification life," 3 and quotes
approvingly the words of a prominent Ad-
ventist who once prayed, "Forgive us for our
good deeds.'" More recently, another writer
has used this passage to support the same
argument,5 insisting that "even our prayers
need forgiveness." 6 Each of these authors is
clear that sanctified believers are the focus of
their assertions. Indeed, the passage under
discussion is itself clear that the prayers and
actions oftrue believers are being referted to.

But where, according to the author of
this passage, does this purification of our
prayers, religious services, and other ac-
tivities take place? Is it truly a legal
covering which Christ throws over OUf
words and deeds just as soon as they
arrive in the heavenly sanctuary? Or does
this purification take place in our hearts
and lives, though directed by the heavenly
Mediator?

Whenever we study inspired writings,
it is important that we allow those writ-
ings to explain themselves. This guideline
applies to the Spirit of Prophecy as it does
to the Bible. "The Testimonies them-
selves will be the key that will explain the
messages given, as scripture is explained
by scripture."? Consequently, as we study
the passage before us, we need to look at
other passages which use the same or
similar language, and thereby permit the
weight of evidence to determine Ellen
White's true meaning.

Following are a number of statements
similar to the one under discussion:

"Before the believer, is held out the
wonderful possibility of being like Christ,
obedient to all the principles of the law.
But of himself man is utterly unable to
reach this condition. The holiness that

Corrupt Channels
and

Fragrant Incense
I N Selected Messages, book I, 344, moist with the cleansing drops of the

we find the following statement: "The blood of Christ. He holds before the
religious services, the prayers, the Father the censer of His own merits, in

praise, the penitent confession of sin as- which there is no taint of earthly corrup-
cend from true believers as incense to the tion. He gathers into this censer the
heavenly sanctuary, but passing through prayers, the praise, and the confessions
the corrupt channels of humanity, they are of His people, and with these He puts
so defiled that unless purified by blood, His own spotless righteousness. Then,
they can never be of value with God. They perfumed with the merits of Christ's
ascend not in spotless purity, and unless propitiation, the incense comes up be-
the Intercessor, who is at God's right hand, fore God wholly and entirely acceptable.
presents and purifies all by His righteous- Then gracious answers are returned.
ness, it is not acceptable to God. All "Oh, that all may see that everything
incense from earthly tabernacles must be in obedience, in penitence, in praise and
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Those who are sons of God will represent
Christ in character. Their works will be

perfumed by the infinite tenderness,
compassion, love, and purity of the Son of God.

God's Word declares he must have before
he CDn be saved is the result of the work-
ing of divine grace as he bows in
sian to the discipline and restraining influ-
ences of the Spirit of truth, Mon',\' obedi-
ence C(ln be made pellecl ollly by lhe
illcellse of Chrisl's righTeousness. which
Jills wilh dil'ioe Jragrallcl' el'ery acT oj
obedience. The part of the Christian is Lo
persevere in overcoming every fault:· g
All emphasis ,upplied.

"Those who are self-sufficient may
be apparently active in the work of God:
but if they are prayerless. their activity is
of no avail. Could they look into the
censer of the angel that stands at the
golden altar before the rainbow-circled
throne. they would see that the merit of
Jesus must be mingled with our prayers
and efforts. or they are as WOrlhless as
was the offering of Cain. Could we see
all the activity of human instrumentality.
as it appears before God. we would see
that only the work accomplished by
much prayer. which is stIJ/clijied by the
merit of Christ. will stand the test of the
judgment,"9

., Man is permitled to handle the
Lord's goods. Thus he is tested and
proved, /-lis hearlll//./s' be perfumed wi/h
the incense Chris,'s righTeousness, the
Saviour must work in him to will and to
do of His good pleusure, in order for the

handling of the gOO(b, intrusted 1O him 1O
bear the indorsement of the God of
heaven:' 10

.. Following Christ's example of un·
sci fish service. trusting like little children
in His merits. and obeying His com-
mands. we shall receive the approval of
God. Christ abide in our hearts. and
our injll1ellce \I'ill he fragraJl' Willi His
righleousfless:' II

..When 'he love ofChri,\'l is enshrined
in 'he hearl. like .\weel fragrance it emiliO!
be hiddelT. The holy influence it reflects
through the character will be manifest to
all. Christ will be formed wilhin, ·the
hope of' glory.' "12
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Notice that in each of these state-
the incense of Christ's righteous-

ness i.lccomplishes its work wi'hin 'he
hearts (lnd lilies -"aims. It is true, as
our original passage states. that the
prayers. obedience. and religious services
of true believers do nOl ascend in
purity, pas:-.ing as lhey do through corrupt
human channels. But if the above state-
ments mean anything at <.III. it is while our
words and deeds ascend through those
channels that they receive purification. In
other words. they do not reach heaven in
an unpurified state. This is the reason
Ellen White states that the incense of
Christ's rightcousness ·'fills with divine
fragrance ;very aCl of obedience:' 13 and
that "his Ithe believers] heart must be
perfumed with the incense of Christ's
righteousness:' 14 Thus she declares:

.. Shall we not. then. give to Christ that
which He has died to redeem? II' you will
do this, He will quicken your conscience,
rencw your heart, sanctify your affections,
purify your thoughts. and set all your
powers at work for Him. Every motive
and every thought will be broughl into
captivity to Jesus Christ.

.. Those who are sons of God wi II
represcnt Christ in characler. Their \\lorks
will be peJ:!ifllled by The tender-
ness, COIl/p{/.\·sion. love, (lnd puri'y of tile
5011 oj God. Alld the more completely

milTd and body are yielded 10 'he Holy
Spiril. lhe greater H'ill be IhefragraJlce oj
our offering ro /-lim." 15

In other words. the fr<.lgrance of our
offering. which Jesus presents before thc
Father. is determined by our degree of
surrender to the power of God working
within. This process is not a forensic
purific<Jtion applied to the books of
heaven: it is an intcrnal purilication ap-
plicd to the heart.

Too many in conlemporary Advent-
ism have cOllle (0 view the merits of
Christ as forensic only. and thus they read
every Ellen White reference 10 lhese mer-
its as though it rcfers to some legal cover-

ing. Of course. Ellcn White docs speak of
Christ"s merits in a legal sense. as the
following statcmcllI indicates:

.. By faith he (the sinner) can bring to
God the merits of Christ. and the Lord
places the obedience of His Son to the
sinner's account. Christ's righteousness is
accepted in place of man's f.1ilure:· 16

Notice that the legal applicalion of
Christ's merit stands in place of man's
failure, not his sanctified success. as the
New Theology claims. We will see that
according to Ellen While the merits of
Christ and sunctilied success are one and
the same thing. Never docs Scripture or
Ellen While teach that Goers
covers the present and the future as well
as the past-" overarching forgiveness."
as one ew Theology advocate described
il. 17 The Bible states.., My little children.
lhese things write I unto you, that ye sin
not. And if any man sin. we have an
advoc,lte with the Father, Jesus Christ lhe
righteous:' 1 John 2: I. In other words.
forgiveness is not continuously necessary
because sin is not continuously necessary.
Forgiveness is available ifwe sin. but this
provision docs not prove tlHlt we cannot
coninuously choose not to sin, The scope
or forgiveness is further clarified by Ellcn
White in the following swtcmcnt:

"Christ bears the penalty for m;.II1·5
past transgressions. and by imparting to
man His righteousness. makes it possible
for man to keep God's holy bw:'18

Ellen White is <.Ilso clear th<.lt sins of
ignorance commilled by true believers are
covered by the Mediator's work in
heaven, I\)
The same author teaches that the mer-

its of Christ are not only the means of our
forgivcness, but also of our transforma-
tion as wcll. Imparted merit is as real as
imputed merit. We saw this truth earlier in
an Ellen White statement which speaks of
how "only the work accomplished by
much prayer. which is SClJlclijietl by the
merit of Christ. will stand the tcst of lhe
judgment,··2o In other words. the merits of
Christ sunctify as well ..L';; justify. The
following statements further clarify this
point:

.. A noble charactcr is earned by indi-
vidual effort through the merits and grace
of Christ. God give the talcI1Is. the powers
of the mind: we form the character:'21

··Our Redeemer determined on noth-
ing less lhan lhat through His merits lhe
love of God should be transfused through
the soul that believes in Him. As our life,
the vitality of God's lovc is to circulate
through every part of our nature. that it



I n the life of the true Christian there is nothingof self. Self is dead, There was no selfishness
in the life that Christ lived while on this earth.
Bearing our nature, He lived a life wholly
devoted to the service of others,

may abide in us as it dwells in Christ
Jesus. United with Christ by living faith,
the Father loves us as the members of
Christ'.$ mystical body. of which Christ is
the glori ried head." 2:!

"Thosc who arc loyal to the truth will.
through Ihe merits of Christ. overcome all
weakness of character which has led them
to be moulded by every varying circum-
stance of Ii fe." 23

"1'0 those who are conlritc in spirit.
He IChrist] gives the golden oil of love.
and the rich treasures of His grace. It is
then that you may see that the sacrifice of
self to God through 'he merits of Christ.
makes you or infinite value: for clothed in
the robe of Christ's righteousness, you
become the sons and daughters ofGod,"24

"Those who accept Christ as their
Saviour. becoming partakers of His divine
nature, are enabled to follow His example.
living in obedience to every precept orthe
law. Through the merits of Christ, man is
to show by his obedience that he could be
trusted in heaven. thai he would not
beL""

The New Theology understanding of
our originnl passage is amplified further
by Desmond Ford, who disparages sancti-
fied obedience by insisting that "it all
deserves damnation because there is some
self in all of it."26 By contrast. Ellen
White makes the following observations
about the truly sanctified Christian:

.. When the Saviour abides in the heart
the work bears the impress of the divine
touch. Se(j" does I/Or appear. Christ is
revealed as the One altogether

"/n rhe life n.f the Irue ChriS/ian there
is nothing q{ se(j: Self is dead. There was
no selfishness in the life that ChriRt lived
while on this calth. Bearing our nature, He
lived a lire wholly devoted to the service
of others. ,. 2S

"In word and deed Christ's followers
arc to be pure and true. In this world-a
world of iniquity and corruption-Chris-
tians are to reveal the altributes of Christ.
AI! Ihey do and say is to be free from
se(fishlless.'·29

When Mediation Ceases

The purification here described will
not continue indefinitely. Jesus will not
hold the censer forever. At the close of
probation. something changes:

.• I saw angels hurrying to and fro in
heaven. An angel with a writer's inkhorn by
his side returned from the earth and re-
pOlted to Jesus that his work was done. and
the saints were numbered and sealed. Then

I saw Jesus. who had been ministering
before the ark containing the Ten Com-
mandments. throw down the censer.·'JO

And What Will This Act Mean?

"When Jesus leaves the sanctuary.
then they who are holy and righteolls will
be holy and righteous still; for all their

sins willlhen be blotted out. and they will
be sealed with the seal of the living God.
But' those that are unjust and filthy will be
unjust and filthy still; .for Ihen Ihere will
be I/O Priesl ill the sanctuary 10 offer their
sacn:f!ces, Iheir cOI!j'essiofis. and their
prayers hefore Ihe Father's Ihrone."31

In other words. the cleansing process
described in our original passage (Se-
leeled Messages, book 1,344) will not be
available after probation's close. For the
righteous. this process will have been
completed. The motives, purposes, and
activities of sanctified Christians will
have been completely disentangled from
self and the lower nature. This is what
Ellen White means when she writes: "As
wc partake of the divine nature. hereditary
and cultivated tendencies to wrong arc cut
away from the character:'32 It does not
mean, as some conservative Advenlists
have at times concluded, that the lower
nature will be eradicated. for Ellen White
states elsewhere. ,. Appetite and passion
must be brought under the control of the
Holy Spirit. There is no end to the warfare
this side of eternity.,,3) But it will be a
struggle in which the Oesh is in constant
retreat. never again winning a single battle
against the sanctified powers of the being.
Standing without a Mediator does 110t
mean standing withollt divine power. It
does mean, at long last. that the mingling
of self with our service of ChrisI will have
finally come to an end. 0
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Denllis Priebe, a revivalist for Amazing Facts.
writesJrom Calt, California.

Ellen White is one prophet writing near
the end of time. compared to the many
prophets collected within Scripture.
Lesser light is lesser in relation to the
greater cumulative light of many prophets
shining through the books of the Bible.
Thus lesser light does not apply to author-
ity or to the quality of inspiration, but to
the function and purpose of Ellen White's
writings.

We have always taught that Ellen
White must be tested by the Bible, but
what does this assertion mean? When
Paul was writing his letters how could the
Christians of his day be sure that his
leners were from God? Paul exhorted
some Christians who studied the Scrip-
tures LO see if he was teaching truth. See
Acts 17:1(}.-11. What did they study to
test his messages? Obviously. the Old
Testament. which was their Scripture.
Paul's letters would be accepted if they
were in agreement with the Old Testa-
menr. Now we must remember that Paul
did rake some new directions which
seemed to conflict with currently held

MAN

Light' ,Lesser Light

"" ... ! ,..-.,//" .. , \, .,.'

"\ \ ''... i ,.,'

GOD
Source of Light

",:: ../ \ '.'.....
,', , ",

/' ........... ,\
Hoses JerelRuh +- Paul £1 ien
'. '[zelde1 r : Whl te'. ' ,

shines across the centuries from the many
prophets." Could it be that allY prophet as
a single light is a lesser light pointing to
the greater light of the prophets who
preceded him? If the Source of the minis-
try of all prophets is the same, then the
Authority of all prophets is the same, and

Ellen White's
Writings:

Their Role and
Function
Part 2

FIgure /

lesser cannot refer to authority. Greater
refers to the cumulative effect of the
Scriptures, namely, the combination of
many prophets wrillng under lnspiralion.

.FI

ROy GRAHAM has explained
lesser light in a helpful way:
"The moon is called in Scripture

the 'lesser light.' We know thm it shines
with 'borrowed light' from the sun. But
this does not make the moon any less
'authoritative.' It has its sphere and its
appointed task in God's creation. So
when Ellen White used this term to
describe her work, she was not just
being modest or humble: she is not
saying that she is a second-class proph-
et: she is not saying that her messages
are of a less impon3m or less urgent
nature than those of the biblical proph-
ets. Rather, she is emphasizing the func-
tion of her role and her messages. The
work of anyone prophet cannot be
compared to the cumulative light that
shines across the centuries from the
many prophets whose works are found
in the Holy Scriptures. But the Source
of her ministry is the same as theirs. and
while her work was primarily for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. this fact
in no wise diminishes the importance of
her role to that people.... She is one
and the canonical prophets are many.
But both she and they were commis-
sioned by the Holy Spirit to accomplish
specific tasks for God's people. It is
important to discern the distinctive
function of both." Roy E. Graham,
.. How the Gift of Prophecy Relates to
God's Word." AdvelLIisl Review, Octo-
ber 14, 1982. 16, 18.

I believe he helped us to understand
lesser light, especially in this sentence.
"The work of anyone prophet cannot be
compared to the cumulative light that
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I am sure that the questions of the earlychurch about Paul were the same questions
that the Seventh-day Adventist pioneers had
about Ellen White.

beliefs. But the crucial question was, Did
he contradict what the Old Testament
taught? As long as Paul did not contradict
the Scriptures. then he could take some
new directions. So we see that Paul's
writings were tested by previous revela-
tion. Now, what happened when Paul's
writings were accepted after passing the
test? They became part of the standard to
test future claimants to the gift of proph-
ecy. Paul's writings. along with the other
writings of the New Testament. are now
used to lest anyone who claims to have the
gift of prophecy.

Would it not also be true that Jere-
miah's message or Isaiah's message or
Ezekiel's message would have to be
tcsted by the wrilings of Moses? If they
passed the test. they would then become
paJt of the Scriptures which would test
later writings. Could it be that Isaiah and
Jeremiah and Ezek.iel were lesser lights.
individually, pointing back to the greater
light which was given through Moses? As
individual prophets spoke and wrOle,
were they not being tested at all times by
previous revelation? BUI when they were
accepted. having passed the test. did they
nor function authoritatively for the people
of God? When Ellen White's writings
pass the lest, do they nOl function in the
same way? If she passes the teSl, then she
is a genuine prophet, and she becomes as
authoritative as any biblical prophet.

Some will object immediately that this
reasoning is making her part of the Canon.
No, the Canon is closed and we have no
desire to add her to the Canon. but does
this mean that she has less authority than
the canonical prophets? What about
Nathan, Elijah, Elisha. and John the Bap-
tist? They were not paJt of the Canon, but
were they authoritative? The authority of
a prophelic message depends upon revela-
lion and inspiratjon, not canonicity. The
messages of these prophets came directly
from God and were authoritative, yet they
never became part of the Canon. An ex-
tremely important principle here is that a
writing is canonized because it is
tative; it is 110l authoritative because it is
canonized. The authority of a prophetic
writing precedes the canonization of that
writ.ing. So the question we are really
interested in is not whether Ellen White is
canonical, bUl is she authoritative? It is
the question of authority that is crucial.

I am SlIre that the questions of the
early church about Paul were the same
questions that the Seventh-day Adventist
pioneers had about Ellen White. The early
church surely asked, '"If the fullness of

revelation has come in Jesus Christ, why
do we need 10 Listen to this man Paul?
Jesus Christ is the greater Light. He is the
supreme Light. Who is this PaulT Now
listen to our questions. "The greater light
has come in Scripture. Why should we
listen so carefully to Ellen White? Why
should we take her seriously if the fullness
of revelation has come in Scripture?"'
Perhaps not only the questions, but also
Ihe answers will be similar.
This position does not deny Sola

Scripturtt, because Scripture itself points
to the continuance of prophecy in the

church. Scripture says that we will have
further messages coming from God in the
same way that messages came through
Bible prophets.

How. then. should we approach our
study of thc Bible and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy? The Bible musl remain first in our
study. When we study any topic, we must
go to the Bible first to understand God's
will. We will go next to Ellen White 10
understand God's will on the topic under
study. Only after we have done this study
of the messages of God can we form OUf
opinions and our own int.erpretations of
what God is saying. We dare nOl place our
opinions before the Bible Or before the
messages of Ellen White. Thc Bible must
be first as Lhe source and the foundation of
our message. Ellen While's writings corne
after that. to illuminate and to amplify that
message. and only Lhen may we make
judgments about doctrines. God's will.
and our responsibilities.

Sometimes it is suggested lhal El1en
White herself said that her writings were
not necessary for our salvation. This
statement may clarify her meaning. "If
man had kept the law of God, as given to
Adam after his fall, preserved by Noah.
and observed by Abraham. there would
have been no necessity for the ordinance
of circumcision. And if the descendants
of Abraham had kept the covenant. of
which circumcision was a sign, they
would never have been seduced into

idolatry, nor would it have been neces-
sary for them to suffer a life of bondage
in Egypt: they would have kept God's
law in mind. and there would have been
110 necessity for it to be proclaimed from
Sinai or engraved upon the tables of
stone. And had the people practiced the
principlcs of the Ten Commandments.
lhere would have been no need of the
additional directions given to Moses."
Patriarchs and Prophets. 364.

Whal she is saying is that God gives
messages according to man's need. If man
had been obedient to God's law in its

unwritten form, we would never have had
many of the specific directions given by
Moses. Each of these messages was given
because of need, because God's people
needed additional information. Does that
mean lhal the Ten Commandmenls were
unimponaOl? Or does thal mean thal Ihe
additional information given by Moses to
the people of Israel was unimportant be-
cause il need not have been given?

It is safe to say that the messages of
Isaiah and Jeremjah came lo Israel be-
cause of their unfaithfulness in obeying
God's will as expressed through the writ-
ings ofMoses. Their messages should 110t
have been given, but because of Israel's
unfaithfulness. we have them. Does that
mean that they are less important? Are
they not extremely important for God's
people to study and to follow? Just so,
Ellen White's wrilings would not have
been given if God's people had been
faithful to the messages contained in
Scripture. God would not have needed to
send more messages. But' because God's
people did not understand and obey the
messages of Scripture, her messages were
sent. Does that make them less important?
Or of less authority? When God speaks.
He speaks for a purpose. And whenever
He speaks, we must listen, just as it was
important for Israel to listen to Isaiah or
Jeremiah speaking for God. We must be
alert to God's Word and be willing to
obey it wherever we find it.
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Obviously some men would have to give up
their opinion about truth when her

message came through vision. It seems that one
of the functions of the prophetic gift was to
establish which scriptural interpretations were
correct and which were not.

Docs Ellen White Have Doctrinal Author-
ity?

Is it true that Ellen White is authorila·
live on devotional and counseling levels,
but not on the doctrinal level? We need to
refresh our memories about early Adventist
history. "When they came (0 the point in
their slUdy where they said. 'We can do
nothing more,' the Spirit of the Lord would
comc upon me. I would be taken off in

vision. and a clear cxplanation of the pas-
sages we had been studying would be givcn
me. with instruction as to how we were to
labor and teach elTectivcly. Thus light W.1S
given that helped us to understand the
scriptures in regard to Christ. His mission.
and His priesthood. A line of truth extend-
ing from that time LO the time when we shall
enter thc city of God was made plain to me.
and I gave to others the instruction that the
Lord had given me:· Selectetl Messages.
book J. 206-207.

When the brethren were at an impasse
in their sludies because they held contra-
dictory opinions. the Spirit or the Lord
would take Ellen White off in vision and
explain scriptural passages regarding
Christ. His mission. and His priesthood.
This material was certainly doctrinal. and
it was very authoritative when she re-
turned from vision and told the brethren
what God had told hcr. Obviously somc
men would havc to give up thcir opinion
about truth when her message came
through vision. It seems that one of the
functions of the prophetic gift was to
establish which scriptural interpretations
were correct and which were not.

uThe Lord shewed me in vision. more
than one year ago. that Brother Crosier
had the true light. on the cleansing of the
Sanctuary, etc.: and that it was His will
that Brother C. should write out the view
which he gave us in the Day-SltIr £rtrn.
Febnlary 7, 1846. I feel fully authorized
by the Lord. lO recommend that £rlra. to
every saint:' A Word {O the ··LiTtle
Flock," 12.
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Certainly we arc dealing with doctrinal
material here. At this time. a few days
before the new time SCI in 1845... Ellen was
with the band at Carver. Massachuseus.
where she saw in vision. that we should be
disappointed. and that the saints must pass
through the 'timcorJacob's trouble.' which
was future. Her view of Jacob' s trouble was
entirely new to us. as well as herself:' Ibid..
22. The timc of Jacob's trouble ccnainly
impinges on doctrine.

"1 beg leave to stJte.... what I have
seen in vision relative lO these things on
which you have written. I fully agree with
you, that there will be two literal resurrec-
tions, 1000 years apart. I also agree with
you, that the new heavens, and the new
earth, will not appear. till after the wicked
deJd Jre raised. and destroyed. at the end
of the 1000 years.... You think. that
those who worship before the saint's fect.
(Revelation 3:9). will at last be saved.
Here I must differ with you: for God
shewcd me that this class were professed
Adventists.... In the 'hour of temptation'
.. they will know that they are forcver
lost: and overwhelmed with anguish of
spirit. they will bow al the saint's feet.
You also think. that Michael stood up. and
the time of trouble commenced. in the
spring of 1844. The Lord has shown me in
vision. that. ... Michael's standing up
maniel 12: I) to deliver His people, is in
the future." Ibid., 11-12. Here she is
speaking authoritatively on issues thai are
clemly doctrinal.

Now let us review the story of one of
the early conferences. "Our first confer-
ence was at Volney in Brother Arnold's
barn. There were about thilty-live preselll.
all that could be collected in that pan of the
State. There were hardly two agreed. Each
was strenuous for his views. declaring that
they were according to the Bible....
Brother Arnold held that the 1000 years of
Revclation 20 were in the past: and that the
144.()(X) were those raised at Christ's resur-
rection. And as we had the emblem of our
dying Lord before us, and were about to

commemorate His sufferings. Brother Ar-
nold arose and said he had no faith in what
we were about to do. that the Sacrament
was a continuation of the Passover. to be
observed but once a year.

"These strange differences of opinion
rolled a heavy weight upon me. especially
as Brother Arnold spoke of the 1000 years
being in the past. I knew he was in error.
and great grief presscd my spirits.... The
light of Heavcn rested upon mc. 1 was
soon 10Sl 10 earthly lhings. My accompa-
nying angel before me some of
the errors of those present. and also the
truth in contrast with their errors. Thai
these discordant views. which thcy
c1aimcd to be according to the Bible. were
only according to their opinion of the
Bible. and thut their crrors must bc
yielded. and thcy unite upon the third
angel's message. Our meeting ended
toriously. Truth gained the victory:'
Spiritual Gijis. vol. 2. 97-99.

She was given specific information
about the doctrinal errors of the people in
that meeting and also the truth in contrast
with these errors. She was lold by God
which was which. The brethren meeting
together accepted the message from God
on doctrinal issues, and somc had to yield
their erroneous positions.

.. At thut lime one error aftcr another
pressed in upon us: ministers and doctors
brought in new doctrines. We would
search the Scripturcs with much prayer.
and the Holy Spirit would bring the truth
to our minds. Sometimes whole nights
would be devoted to searching the Scrip-
tures. earnestly asking God for guid-
ance. Companies of devoted men and
women assembled for this purpose. The
power of God would come upon me. and I
was enabled clearly to define what is truth
and what is error.

.. As the points of our faith were thus
established. our feet were plal:cd upon a
solid foundation. We accepted the truth
point by point. under the demonstration of
the Holy Spirit. I would be taken off in
vision. and explanations would be given
me. I was given illustrations of heavenly
things. and of the sanctuary. so that we
were placed whcre light was shining on us
in clear. distinct rays." Gospel Workers.
302. Once again. she defined truth and
error on points 01" doctrinc. by means of
the messages given to her in vision.

uThe foundations of our faith. _. were
laid at the beginning ofour work by prayer-
ful study of the Word and by revelation:·
Ibid.. 307. Notice the two phrases... by
prayerful study of the Word and by revela-



tion."· God's Spiril speaking through His
mcsscnger helped to lay the foundations of
our faith. uScrious errors in doctrine and
praclicc were chclished ... .God revealed
these CITOrs to me in vision and sent me to
His erring children to declare them." Testi-
I/Ionies, vol. 5. 655-656. The evidence is
clear lhat she did understand her writings to
have full authority in doctrinal areas.

uThe Lord has given me much light
thm , want the people to have: for there is
instruction that the Lord has given mc for
His people. It is Iighl thai Ihey should
have. line upon line. and precept upon
precept. herc i.l little and there a lillie. This
is now to comc before thc people. because
it has been given to correct specious errors
and to specify whm is truth. The Lord has
revealed many things pointing out the
truth. thus saying, 'This is the way. walk

ye in it.· .. Selecled Messaf!es. book 3.32.
u, W:'L'i SCJ1I by the Lord from place to

place to rebuke those who were holding
these false doctrines."' EI'(mgeli.'illl. 610.

The issue to be decided is not whether
she is speaking on doctrinal issues or on
pastoral issues, but whethcr she is speaking
for the Lord HI all. If she is speaking for the
Lord. then the Lord will speak pastorally.
He will counsel, He will direct. He will
cncourage. and He will speak doctrinally. It
is totally improper to make a distinction
between doctrinal ,md pasLOml authority.

We must be sure that we understand
the full implications of hcr inspiration.
and what that means for us. "In my books
IPatriarch.\' and Prophets. Tile Creal
CUll1roversy. The Desire q{ the
truth is stated. barricaded by a 'Thus saith
Ihe Lord.· The Holy Spirit traced these

truths upon my heart and mind as indel-
ibly as the law was traced by the finger of
God upon Ihe tables of stone:· Selecled
Messages. book 3. 122. She olso says.
"There is one straight chain of truth.
without onc herctical sentence, in lhat
whieh I have written.'· Ibid .. 52.

She recorded, .. All who believe thai
the Lord has spoken through Sister White,
and has given her a message. will be safe
from the many delusions that will come in
Ihese lasl days:· Ibid.. 84. What a mag-
nificent promise! Her messages can be a

blessing if we will accept
them and nOl try to dodge their full impact
on OUf lives. God has c1lOsen to speak
clearly and authoritatively 10 His people
in these final days of eorth·s history.
Praise His name! 0

Heaven's
HealthService

by Vernon Sparks, MD

BE:Q/J)'EilJ
:s!l!J'llbl
rl/lO!>

This sixty-nine-page book pre-
- sents inspired counsels in discuss-

ing such topics as acute care, health
reform, simple remedies, and medi-
cal missionary work. Counsels re-
garding types, locations, and sizes
of health institutions, types of health
workers, and their remuneration are
presented. A must, not only for

ehurch administrators and health workers, but also for every
church member. Remember, each member is to work in
medical missionary lines just as did Christ.

69 pages. $3 each

What is the sanctuary? James
White says, "This is exclusively a
Bible question. With the lestimony
of the Bible only, then, have we to
do. The object of our inquiry can
only be, What does the Bible reveal
to us respecting the sanctuary? And
we shall find its testimony neither
brief nor obscure on this important
SUbject. The word occurs in the inspired Scriptures 146
times; and more times than this does it offer us instruction by
prediction, definition, or historic record, concerning this
wonderful object." The Sanctuary, 24. 68 pages. $3

the ehurch?
by Ron Spear

"The fragmentation of the
church has led to division among
the remnant whom God is drawing
to Himself. In this book, Elder Ron
Spear seeks to paint a clear piC-
ture of what the church is. He uses
for his brush the Bible and the ", ',...
Spirit of Prophecy.... I trust that
as each reader considers the testimony of Inspiration, he
will come to the conclusion mandated by a careful study of
the Word."-Colin Standish

106 pages. $3.50

Facts of Faith
by Christian Edwardson

The author of Facts of Faith spent some
forty years in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, working as a pastor and evangel-
ist. He emphasizes the struggle between
truth and error, from the Dark Ages through
the Image to and the Mark of the Beast.
The twenty chapters carry such titles as

"The Sabbath in History," "Sunday in the
Early Church," "Celtic Sabbathkeepers,"
and "Making America Catholic."

320 pages. $10 each

Please add 10% shipping ($1.50 minimum). Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax. Discount 25% for 10 or more copies of one title.
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Early Experiences
No.6 - Enlargement of Views

of varying minds. and having unrelated
objects in view, could not tend to unify
sentiment toward any great general enter-
prise. Sometime in midsummer of 1868
Elder John Matteson came to the home of
Brother and Sister White, and the subject
of foreign missions was talked over.
What made the theme of so great interest
to him at the time was the peculiar expe-
rience he had formerly undergone.
Briefly stated. it was this: When the
message went to Wisconsin he was
among those who embraced it. But he
could not be satistied to keep the knowl-
edge of it in his own breast. He therefore
proceeded to Battle Creek in search of
literature for those of his nationality. but
was tOld that nothing of the kind had been
published there, and that no funds were in
hand for its productioo. Greatly disap-
pointed, he made inquiry as to the
amount needed to start such a work and
learned that $1,000 would probably suf-
fice. Returning to Wisconsin, he raised
the amount, and in due time reappeared
in Battle Creek, only to be told that 110

available help was at hand to set type in
his native tongue. He then applied for the
privilege of learning the an. and in a
short time was able La produce the first
literature in the Scandinavian language.

Another circumstance was also at that
time calling attention to the needs of
foreign lands. Years before, a Polish
priest by the name of Czehowski. had
received the Sabbath in western New
York. under the preaching of Elder M.E.
Cornell. and soon went to Battle Creek.
But in those days of financial straitness,
he did not receive the encouragement he
wanted, so went East and allied himself
with the First-day Adventists. Before
these he pleaded a burden for the people
of Europe. and offered to go thither with
the message of the Lord's speedy coming,
provided they would furnish the means
for his outfit. The arrangement was made,
and the messenger started on his mission.
But while waiting in New York for the
steamer to sail, he had all experience
which led him to regard the Sabbath
command as still binding.

So Czehowski went to Switzerland,
where he succeeded in winning to the
Sabbath truth about forty members. The
news of this had just come in 1868, and

-The Editors

In 1866, John Orr Corliss became a
Freewill Baptist. and in 1868, he became a
Seventh-day Adventist. He lived with the
James White family for some time and
was tutored in Seventh-day Adventist be-
liefs by Joseph Bates. He pioneered Sev-
enth-day Adventist work in Australia as
well as in the states of Virginia, Colorado,
and California. In the late I880s, Corliss
and A. T. Jones were the first Seventh-day
Adventists to appear before legislatures to
plead the cause of separation of church
and state. See The Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopedia, 307.

This article continues a IO-part series,
originally printed in the Review and Her-
ald, Jal//lary 16-March 20, 1919, in
which John Corliss wrote of the begil/-
nings of the Advemist /nove-
mellI. especially focllsing on the vallie of
the Spirit ofProphecy as an agent to IIl/ify
God's remnant people.

zeal of the evangelist would have been
tempered accordingly.

The way of the Lord's leading was
simple. His people were then only in the
primary grade, and therefore not prepared
to enter upon the advanced studies yet in
store for them. As in the days of the
Saviour's personal teaching. ctle Lord had
many things to say to his people which they
were not yet ready to hear. See John 16: 12-
13. But as in apostolic days. this people
were to be taught by the "Spirit of truth,"
which would point out things to come. as
they could be received, and in ways adapted
to anending circumstances. It was designed
only to reveal to them the proper course to
be taken, in different stages of church
progress, as occasion demanded.

But now return to the experiences of
the early Advent message. Open visions
were the rule in those days. given thus for
a certain purpose. In these the entire path-
way to the heavenly city was clearly
marked, and danger signals erected in

As Abraham moved onward in re- their proper places. as related in Early
sponse to the divine command, he Writings, 14-20. Faith in the guidance of
went forward not knowing prophetic oversight was to be established,

whither he was going. See Hebrews II :8. but like the Jews of old. early Adventists
Similarly, the early Adventists followed would not believe except they saw signs
on in God's providence without any dis- and wonders. To meet this requirement
tinct idea of what was before them. It was they were permitted to witness the "open
not best that they should know: for had vision," and hear the voice of God speak
they comprehended the great work to be through it. Bur when the Spirit's testi-
accomplished by them. in preparation to many became a fundamental article of
meet the Lord. even those of the finnest Adventist faith, the open demonstrations
purpose might have questioned their abil- ceased, and "visions of the night" gave
ity and have halted by the way. the needed instruction. These. however.

The writer easily recalls his own proved equally as inerrant in counsel.
views of the matter. in common with Up to the year 1868 no really large
others, during those early days. The belief gatherings of the people had been con-
was then firmly held that the message vened, but small quarterly meetings for
would end with Lhe complete arousal of the general encouragement of the two or
the people of America. How the message three churches concerned, were held by a
would by this means be promulgated to all minister provided for the occasion. No
nations. a prophetically outlined. was not specific progress was fonnulated for these
so clear. but it was generally suggested meetings. and each gathering, during its
that since representatives from all nations two days' meeting, was treated to what-
had settled in this land, in some way the ever line of thought the attending minister
proper witnesses would be provided saw fit to present. If he had some favorite
through them. It could not then well have themes uppermost in mind. these were
been otherwise, although now. with our naturally the ones to be dwelt upon. Of
present advanced light, such views would course. the people having no preaching in
be thought hopelessly inadequate. But had those days except on their quarterly occa-
the present enlightenment then been pos- sions, were satisfied with what they heard.
sessed, the time of the Lord's coming BUL it can be quite readily understood
would have appeared very distant, and the that these gatherings, conducted by men

.... John Orr Corliss
20 Our Fiml Fowldation February 1995
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You are pondering a Bible
verse when the questlon comes
up, "\ wonder what Ellen
White said about this?" But the
effort of searching out a passage
from among the dozens of booKS
in your librarY would be tOO great
an interruption in your study, and
YOU continue to the next teXt.
None of uS can imagine what per-
sonal blessings are missed when
we pass by the Spirit of prophecy'S
insights into the deep meaning of

scripture.Thi.s Bi.b\e gi.ves yOU i.nstant aC-
ceSS to the added light of the Spirit of
ProphecY. ?rominent comments are
printed at the bOttom of each page.
And a marginal reference guides YOU
directly to other statements made in
Sister White'S bOoKS. !'lothing could be
more convenient. Anyone equipped
with the Spirit of ?rophecy Study Bible
can instantly bring valuable insights to
his or her Bible study group or Sabbath

school claSS·This new printing also includes a Bi-
ble concordance and a subject index to the

Ellen G. White comments.Three colors: The Bibles are available
in blacK, naVY, or maroon bonded leather
with gold lettering. ?Iease indicate your
first and second choice of colors when

orderi.ng.

groans of the prayer season held there. It
is enough, however, to say in closing this
article, that year was destincd to prove to
be one of wondrOus doings. But this story
of the mysterious leadingS of divine
Providence must be reserved for another

article. 0

order your Bible from
Hope International for $69.95 piUS 10%
shiPping.I/IIA residents please add

7.6% sales ta)(.·

believers that the worK was not to be
confIned to the bounds of America.

The question of hoW to provide for
these neW openingS was therefore a grave
problem. If the little strip of oaK trees a
few rods north of the White hOme could
speaK, theY would tell the story of the

____-T-he Study Bib'e-----

the report was that sOOn the swiss Sab-
bathKeepers would send a represenlative
to Battle CreeK to lheir standing.
and also to asK for someone to be sent
there who would further instruct then> in
the truth. Such incidents were well calcu-
lated to serve as monitors to instruct the



The
Medieal
Missionary
Corner

Health Reform
and the

Third Angel's
Message

DECEMBER 10. 1871. I was
again shown that the health re-

form is one branch of the great work
which is to tit a people for the coming
of the Lord. 11 is as closely connected
with the third angel's me!)sage as the
hand is with the body. Testimonies.
vol. 3,161.

To make plain natural l<lw. ;.}nd urge
the obcdicl1t:c of it. is the work that
accompanies the third angers message to
prepare a people for the coming of the
Lord. Ibid.

He IGodl that the grcal sub-
ject of health reform shall be agitated and
the public mind deeply stirred 10 investi-
gate: for it is impossible for men and
women. with all their sinful. health-de-
stroying. brain-enervating habits. to dis-
cern sacred truth. through which they arc
10 be sanctified. refined. elevated, and
made fit for the society of heavenly angels
in the kingdom of glory. Ibid.. 162.

For years the Lord has been calling the
of His people to health reform.

This is one of the great branches of the
work of preparation for the coming of the
Son of man. Ibid.. 61.

When the third angel's mcssagc is
received in its fullness. health reform will
be given its place in thc councils of the
conference. in the work of thc church. in
Ihc homc. at the t<lble. and in all the
houschold Then the right
ann will serve and protcct the body.

But while the health work has its plnce
in the promulgation or the third angers

22 0",. Firm FOIIII(/m;m/ Fcbnlary 1995

'Christ stands before us as the pattern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come alter.'
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

message. its advocatcs Illust not in any
way strive to make ittnke the place of the
message. Ibid .. vol. 6. 327.

One important part or the work of the
ministry is to faithfully present to the
peoplc the health reform as it stands
conllected with the Ihird angel's message
as a part and parcel of the samc work.
They should not fail to adopt it them-
selves. and should urge it upon all who
profess to believe the truth. Ibid.. vol. I,
469---170.

The health reform. I shown. is a
part of the third ungcl's and is
just as closely connected with it as arc the
arm and hand with the human body. I saw
that we as a people make an ad-
vance move in this great work. Ministers
and people must in concen. Goers
people arc not prepared for the loud cry
of the third angel. They have a work to do
for themselves which they should not
leave for Goel to elo for them. He has left
this work for them to clo. It is an individ-
ual work: onc Cannot do it for another.
Ibid.. 486.

The proclamation or the third angers
thc commandmcnts of God. and

the te;timony of Jesus. is the burden of
our work. The message is to be pro-
claimed with a loud cry. and b to go to the
whole world. The presentation of health

lllust be united with this mes-
sage. but must not in any case be inde-
pC71del1t of it. or in any way take the plnce
of il. Counsels 011 DieJ {lml Food,,·. 75.

Health reform is to stand out 1110re
prominently in the proclamation of the

third angers message. The principles of
health reform arc found in the Word of
God. The gospel of health is to be firmly
linked with the ministry of the Word. It is
the Lord's design that the restoring influ-
ence of health reform shall be a pan of the
last great effort to proclaim the gospel

Ibid.
If the church would manifest a

greater interest in the reforms through
which God Himself is seeking to fit
thcm 1'01' His coming. their influence
would be fur greater than it now is. God
has spoken to His people, and He de-
signs that they shall hear and obey His
voice. Although the health reform is 110t
the third angel's messagc. it is closely
connected with it. Those who proclaim
thc mcssage should teach heallh rcform
also. It is a subject that we under-
stand, in order to be prepared for the
events that are close upon us. and it
should have a prominent placc. Chri... -
Jilin Temperance flful Bible Hygiene,
121-122.
The work of hcalth reform is thc

Lord's means for !(:sscning surfering in
our world for purifying His church.
Testimonies, vol. 9. I 12-1 13.

True sanctitil.:atioll will be evidenced
by a conscientious regard for all the com-
mandmcnts of God. by a carcful improvc-
mellt or every talent. by a circumspect
conversation. by revealing in every act thc
meekness of Christ. Rel'iew ami Herald.
October 5. 1886.

many understand
its full meaning? The mind is befogged by

malaria.... What might not men
and women havc been held they realized
lhat the treatment or the body has every-
thing to do with the vigor and purity of
mind and heart.

The true Christian obtains an experi-
ence which brings Hc is without
a spot or guilt upon the conscience. or a
taint or I.:orruption upon the soul. ... The
will or God has become his will. pure.
elevated. refincd. and sanctified. His
countenance reveals the light or heaven.
Hi, body is a fit templc for the Holy
Spirit. Holiness his character. God
call cOlllmune with him: for soul and
body arc in harmony with God. The
Sel'elllh-day Alh'elllis! Bible Commell-

vol. 7.909. 0



Fortify Your Mind
Publications for you and your church family

Ralph Larson
Tell of His Power . . . . . $12.95

1200 Spilit of Prophecy statements on victory
and overcoming-ve,y practical

The Word Was Made Flesh . . . $11.95
100 years of Adventist teaching on the human
nature of Christ-must reading

Could It Be Apostasy? . . . .
Is the term apostasy too strong? Whm does
God say?

Heaven's Health Service. . . . .
A Spirit of Prophecy-based solution to the
disease problem

The Final Work . . . . . . . .
For the preparation of medical missionwies

$3.50

$3.00

$3.50

Vernon Sparks
All About Tithe . . . . . . $8.00
A comprehensive compilation. Are your
opinions based on a "Thus saith the Lord"?

Authority in God's Church. .. $5.00
211 pages of Spirit of Prophecy counsel

Llovd and Leola Rosenvold.
Separation and Unity . . . . .. $5.00
Should you leave? or stay? Many Spirit of
Prophecy statements

A Saving Relationship . . . $4.50
A careful look mpopular concepts of
lighteousness by faith

The Battle for the Mind . . . $6.00
An examination of the claims and practices of
the" deliverance ministry"

Adventist Carnivals . . . . .. $6.00
The Celebration movement: have we le,U11ed
from our past histOlY?

.TefjPippenger
Adventi m's New View. .
What is the real 1888 message?

$3.50 Pastor Ron Spear
Adventism in Crisis. . . .
Does God Kill? . . . . .
How can a loving God desu'oy?

The Omega of Apostasy . . . . .
Is the omega of apostasy among us today?

Preparing for Etemity . . . . . .
Spirit of Prophecy compilation on 26 vilal
topics

Waymarks of Adventism. . .
A concise study of the pillar docbines

What Is the Church? . . . .
A cnIcial question, not without an inspired
answer

Will the Real Seventh-day
Adventist Please Stand Up
What are the characteristics of a real
Seventh-day Adventist?

Ellen G. White
The Study Bible . . . . (Special)
King James Version with Ellen G. White
comments wld references

$2.50
. 75¢

$1.75

$4.00

$2.50

$2.50

$4.00

$69.95

All prices listed above are in U.S. dollars. Please include an additional 10% to cover postage
and handling. Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax. Make checks payable to Hope
lntemational. Thank you, and happy studying.
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Lessons for Chrislians
believed, even as the Lord gave to every
manT' I Corinthians 3:3-5. Their conten-
tions revealed that they had not the mind
and Spirit of Christ, that they wcre walk-
ing after the wisdom of their narrow,
conceited minds. Their views and feelings
were bound abollt with selfishness. They
did not show the liberality. the generosity,
the tenderness. which reveals an abiding
Christ.

Holiness to God through Christ is
required of Christians. If there are wrongs
in the church. they should receive inune-
diate attention. Some may have to be
sharply rebuked. This is not doing the
erring one any wrong. The faithful Physi-
cian of the soul cuts deep. that no pestilent
matter may be left to burst forth again.
Afler the reproof has been given. then
comes repentance and confession. and
God will freely pardon and heal. He al-
ways pardons when confession is made.
The Lord desires that the soul-temple

shall be kept free from all defilement.
.. Let no man deceive himself. If any man
among you seemcth to be wisc" [in his
own eyes] "Iet him become a fool, that he
may be wise:' Verse 18. Let him who
seeks the highest place learn to think far
less of his worldly wisdom. and humble
himself, that God may give him the wis-
dom which is beslowed only when true

THE third chapter of I Corinthians
cOlltains instruction which all
who claim to be following Jesus

should study. Contentions in the body of
believers are 1101 after the order of God.
They result from the manifestation of the
attributes of the natural heart. To all who
bring in disorder and disunion. the
words of Pau I are appJ icable: .. L breth-
ren. could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual. but as unto carnal, even as unto
babes in Chris!. I have fed you with
milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye
were not able to bear it. neither yet now
are ye able." Ver es 1-2. Paul here
addressed a people whose advancement
was not proportionate to their privileges
and opportunities. They ought to have
been able to bear the hearing of the plain
Word of God. but they were in the
position in which the disciples were
when Christ said to them. h I have yet
many things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now." John 16:12.
They ought to have been far advanced in
spiriLual IUlowledgc, able to comprehend
and practice the higher truths of the
Word; but they were unsanctified. They
had forgotten that Lhey must be purged
from their hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to wrong, and that they must
nOI cherish carnal attributes.

It was impossible for the apostle to
reprove wrongdoing without some who
claimed to believe the truth becoming
offended. The inspired testimony could
do these no good; for they had lost their
spiritual disccl11ment. Jealousy, evil sur-
mising. and accusing closed the door to
the working of the Holy Spirit. Paul
would gladly have dwelt upon higher and
more difficult truths. truths which were
rich in nourishment but his insuuction
would have cul directly across their tend-
encies to jealousy. imd would not have
been received. The divine mysteries of
godliness, which would have enabled
them to grasp the truths necessary for that
time. could not be spoken. The apostle
must select lessons which. like milk,
could be taken without irritating the di-
gestive organs. Truths of the deepest in-
terest could not be spoken. because the
hearers would misapply and misappropri-
ate them, prescming them to young con-
verts who needed only the more simple
truths of the Word.
"Ye are yet carnal:' Paul declared.

.. for whereas there is among you envying,
and strife. and divisions, are ye not c3ma!.
and walk as men? For while one saith. I
am of Paul; and another, Tam of Apollos:
are ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye

Ellen G. White
24 Ollr Firm FUlfill/arion February 1995



All do not do the same work, but under the
sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit

they are all God's instrumentalities. God
employs a diversity of gifts in His work of
winning souls from Satan's army,

humility is shown. The world may call
him a fool, but God calls him wise; for
"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom:' Psalm III: 10. Obedience to
God is of far greatcr value than the esteem
of the world.

God's servants are engaged in one
common vineyard. "All ye are brethren:·
Matthew 23:8. Their object should not be
to make a show, not to exalt self, but to
convert souls, to do a work which will
stand the assaults of the enemies of truth
and righteousness. Let no man belittle
another man's work because it is not in
exactly the same line as his own. The
souls for whom we labor are not to be
converted to the minister, but (Q Jesus
Christ. Let man keep himself in the back-
ground; let Christ appear. Talk of Christ.
Exalt Christ. Lift Him up. the Man of
Calvary.

Paul declares, ., I have planted, Apol-
los watered: but God gave the increase."
I Corinthians 3:6. Paul waS the first to
preach the gospel at Corinth. He organ-
ized the church there. Apollos came after,
winning his way to the hearts of the
people, and instructing them. But God
gave the increase. The success of both
came from Him.

God's servants do not all possess the
same gifts, but they are all His workmen.
Each is to learn of the Great Teacher. and
then to communicate what he has learned.
All do not do the same work, but under the
sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit
they are all God's instrumentalities. God
employs a diversity of gifts in His work of
winning souls from Satan's army.

" ow he that planteth and he that
watereth are one: and every man shall
receive his own reward according to his
own labour." Verse 8. God, and not man,
is Lhe judge of man's work, and He will
apportion to each his just reward. It is not
given to any human being to judge be-
tween the different servants of God. The
Lord alone is the Judge and Rewarder of
every good work.

"He that planteth and he that watereth
are one:' engaged in the same work-the
salvation of souls. "We are labourers
together with God: ye are God's hus-
bandry, ye are God's building." Verse 9.
In these words the church is compared to a
cultivated field, in which the husbandmen
are to labor, caring for the vines of the
Lord's planting; and to a building. which
is to become a holy temple for the Lord.
Christ is the Master Workman. All are to
work under His supervision, letting Him
work for and through His workmen. He

gives them tact and skill, and if they heed
His instructions. crowns their labor with
success. None are to complain against
God, who has appointcd to each man his
work. He who murmurs and frets. who
wants his own way, who desire to mold
his fellow laborers to suit his own ideas,
needs the divine touch before he is quali-
fied to labor in any line. Unless he is
changed, he will surely mar the work.

Remember that we are laborers to-
gether with God. God is the all-powerful.
effectual Mover. His servants are His
instruments. They are not to pull apart,
everyone laboring in accordance with his

own ideas. They are to labor in harmony,
fitting together in kindly, courteous,
brotherly order, in love for one another.
There is to be no unkind criticism, no
pulling to pieces of another'S work. To-
gether lhey are to carry the work forward.

There are to be no separate parties in
God's work. Every man to whom God has
intrusted a message has his specific work,
and this is to be done under the great
Master Workman. Form no separate par-
ties. In their ministry, God's servants are
to be essentially one. Each person has an
individuality of his own. which he is not
to lose in any oLher man. Yct he is to work
in perfect unity with his brethren. In honor
God's workers are to prefer one another.
No worker is to set himself up as a
criterion. and speak disrespectfully of his
fellow worker, treating him as an inferior.
Under God each is to do his appointed
work, respected, loved, and encouraged
by his fellow workers.
"Make straight paths for your feet, lest

that which is lame be turned out of the
way; but let it rather be healed. Follow
peace wiLh all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord: looking
diJigcntly lest any man fail of the grace of
God: lest any root of bitterness springing
up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled." Hebrews 12: 13-15. ''If there be
therefore any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the

Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye
my joy. that ye be likeminded, having the
same love, being of one accord, of one
mind. LeI nothing be done through strife
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem Olher better than them-
selves." Philippians 2: 1-3. We are to
study and obey every caution in the Word
of God. The Lord desires all to work
under His direction. His Word is an unerr-
ing counselor.

.<According to the grace ofGod which
is given unto me:' Paul continues, ., as a
wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foun-
dation. and another buildeth thereon,'·

I Corinthians 3: 10. Othcrs afterward bore
their message, and gathered in the souls
who believed and were converted... But
let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon." Verse 10. God's servants are
to use the greatest care in regard to the
doctrines they teach. the example they sel,
and the influence they exert on those
associated with them. The great apostle
appeals to the church and to God to
witness to the truth and the sincerity of his
profession. ,. Ye are witnesses. and God
also," he says, "how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves
among you." I Thessalonians 2: 10.

.. For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
I Corinthians 3: II. Isaiah declares:
"Thus saith the Lord God. Behold. I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone. a tried
stone, a precious comer stone. a sure
foundation: he that believeth shall not
make haste. Judgment also will I lay to the
line, and righteousness to the plummet:
and the hail shall sweep away the refuge
of lies. and the waters shall overflow the
hiding place." Isaiah 28: 16-17. Christ has
been crucified for us. He is the propitia-
tion for our sins. He is the atoning Sacri-
fice. the true, immovable Foundation. He
has gathered the believers in church ca-
pacity, thal they may labor unitedly,
strengthening and building up one another
in the faith.
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.. Now if any man build upon this foun-
dation gold. silver. precious stones. wood.
hay. slubble; every man's work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall declare it.
because it shall be revealed by tire; and the
lire shall try every man's work of what sort
it is:' I Corinthians 3:12-13. It is for our
cternal intcrest to place the right material
upon the right foundation. Christ is the
great necessity for everyone. It will be to
the peril of our souls thm we mingle selfish-
ness with the offering laid on the founda-
tion. We are to lay upon it material that will
do honor to God. The laborer for God is to
do thorough work: his mind is to be pure
and clean. free from all the cheapness
represenled as wood. hay. and stubble. The
work of those who bring their offerings to
God in humility and love. depending hour
by hour on lhe grace of Christ to sanctify
and cleanse from moral impurities. bears

the impress of God. who estimates OUf

work. not according to the outw;:U'd appear-
ance. but according to the heart purity
brought into it.

In the work of character building. each
person is responsible for the way in which
he builds. There are many in our world
who tcach specuhuive theories. rather
than the simple truths which Christ taught.
Everyone will be tested. to see whether
his conversion is real. The pure doctrines
that are taught in faith. the gold. silver.
and precious stones that are brought to the
foundation. wi II elevate and ennoble the
receiver. But the tcaching that is minglcd
with human philosophy can never satisfy.

It makes every difference what material
is used in the charJ.cler building. The long-
eXp<.'Cled day of God will soon lest every
man's work. "The fire slmll try every man's
work of what sort it is:' Verse 13. As fire

reveals the difference between gold. silver.
and precious stones. and wood. hay. and
stubble. so the day of judgment will test
characters. showing the difference between
characters formed after Christ's likeness.
and characters fonned after the likeness of
the selfish heart. All selfishness. alf false
religion. will then appear as it is. The
worthless material will be consumed: but
the gold of true. simple. humble faith will
never lose its value. It Can never be con-
sumed: for it is imperishable. One hour of
transgression will be seen to be a great loss.
while the fear of the Lord will be seen to be
the beginning of wisdom. Thc pleasure of
self-indulgence will perish as stubble.
while the gold of steadfast principle. main-
tained at any cost. will endure forever. D

Rel';eu' olld Herald. December II. 1900.

1994 Eatonville
camp Meeting

Video and Audio Tapes

Video: 520: Audio: $4'
A Whole Lot oj Shakillg Goillg all: Crr My Beloved COllJer·
ellce (2 tapes)

Jim Hohnber er

Vernon Sparks

Ron Spear

Sally Hohnberger

Colin Standish

Russell Standish

Video: $30: Audio: $6
Are Ye NO! Carnal? The Last Great Step: It"s About People (3
tapes)

Video: $30: Audio: $6
The ludulgelll Parelll-Habits: U/lderslaudiug the Illdulgelll
Parelll: Disciplille Is Discipliug (3 tapes)

Video: $10: Audio: $2
Abo,.'e alld Beyolld Nature (l tape)

Video: $10; Audio: $2
The Filial Crisis alld the Close ojProbatioll (1 tape)

Wdeo:$30:Audio:$6
DecepI;oll. Deceil. Lies and Guile: A Form of Godliness:
Romalls 7 alld 8 (3 tapes)

Video: 530: Audio: $6
The Temple oj the Lord: Dimillish Not a Word: Religious
Liberty (3 tapes)

Video: $10; Audio: $2
Christian Patriotism (1 tape)

Video: $10: Audio: $2

Stephen Dickie

Clark Floyd

Video: $10: Audio: $2
The Third Angel's Message (1 tape)

Video: 510: Audio: $2

Did you hear a sermon at the Hope International
camp meeting that you would like to share with your
Adventist friends? Perhaps you were unable to at-
tend this year, but many who did attend our tenth
annual camp meeting said it was one of the best ever.
We trust you will be blessed as you listen to these
tapes. compare the messages with the Word of God,
and share them wilh others.

Books ofa Nell' Order (J tape)

A Mordecai in the Gate (1 tape)
Ron Goss
Perilous Times (1 tape)
Kenneth Hodges
A Few Good Men (J tape)

Video: $10: Audio: $2

Video: $10: Audio: $2

*Cassette prices: Any single sermon may be ordered for $2.50
per tape.
Please add 10% for shipping and handling ($1.50 minimum).
Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax.
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Tf) Ttil
I just received the October edition of

Our Firm Foundation. Thank the Lord for
the eyer-straight Our Firm roundation!
Through the years Hope International has
always held the banner of truth very high.
It is encouraging to know that God has a
strong forti fication of truth that always
holds the line.

Case in point: In your editorial you very
rightly wrote, "Let us not celebrate our
long delay to enter the Promised Land. but
let us daily submit our wills to the will of
God, to His plan to perfect our characters."

May the Holy Spirit lead the honest in
heart to a copy of your clear presentation
of truth. RP

I have enjoyed Our Firm Fou.ndation
for several years now. I have also been
privileged to attend a camp meeting as
well as several weekend meetings at Ea-
tonville. I pray daily that God will guide
your work and keep you from falling. In a
time when it seems truth cannot be heard
anywhere, I have been so grateful for your
simple, humble presentation of the truth.
May God continue to bless and guide you.

I want to do whatever possible to help
in the work you are doing. Enclosed
please find my check for $115. It isn't
much, I know, but Jesus turned two loaves
and three fishes into enough to feed thou-
sands. May God bless and multiply.

JP, Arkansas

Just want to let you know that I always
appreciate Our Firm Foundation, and I
look forward to receiving each issue.
Keep up the good work' ES, Ohio

I am grateful for your consideration of
being on your mailing list of Our Firm
Foundation materials. I am called to serve a
small mission, and I need all the support on
the pillar grounds of truth. I don't have the
money for it right now, but I will send a
love offering later. Thanks very kindly for
your consideration. AB. New York

I was just handed the October issue of
Our Firm Foundation. I read it front to

back on Sabbath afternoon. I can't wait to
read Issues Clarified. Please send liS your
catalog of books and tapes that you offer.

DH, Louisiana

Eartlt's Final Warning Letters

Earth's Final Warning came to our
apartment building. Someone got it before
I did, as I found all copies in the recycle
barrel. I retrieved and distributed them to
their intended recipients. SW, California

Please send me your book entitled The
Great Controversy. In addition. any other
in-depth infonnation on your materials for
reading. Please include a phone number as
I am interested in speaking with someone
on where to acquire some other books to
which you may have access. CM. Oregon

I appreciate reading Earth's Final
Warning. Please send a free copy of
Rome's Challenge and Heralds ojPeace.

Resident. California

I am a Seventh-day Adventist and
have read the article in your newsletter.
Those are what we have been studying,
and that is why I am writing to you for
some extra copies to give out in my
neighborhood. I am 85 years old, and on a
walker, but I can still pass on God's
instruction in your timely message. What-
ever the expense. just let me know.

HF. Oregon

I am writing you to infonn you that
because of the offensive nature of your
publication, I have donated $1 00 to a local
Catholic political fund. The money is
intended to offset the obscure and simple-
minded goals of your organization. I pray
that your efforts are just another sordid
money-making scam and not your true
beliefs. In either case. it amazes me that
intellectual dwarfs such as yourselves still
exist. JE. Alaska

I am 10 receipt of your unwelcome
Heralds of Truth publication [Earth's Fi-

nal WarningJ. I have not read such biased
writing in ages. It is very frightening to
think that bigots like you have the vote the
same as the rest of us who are objective
thinkers.

My coven [assembly of witches] and I
are wondering whom you will be villify-
ing next. Meanwhile we will be putting a
curse on you and your evi I works. I am
hesitant to sign my name as I think you
are capable of harassment. Unsigned

I-Iello folks! Keep up the great work. I
have worked for the State of South Caro-
lina, Department of Mental Health for the
past 12 years. I was pleased to find
Earth's Final Warning in my information
box. 1do not know who sent it, but thanks.

AR. Soulh Carolina

I received your Earth's Final Warning
paper recently. I would appreciate three or
four more copies to give to my son and
several friends I am sure they would be
interested. Can you tell me something
about Heralds of Truth? I note the paper
was addressed to "resident." I do have a
name. RD, Alaska

A friend told me about the paper she
received from Heralds of Truth. I would
like a copy. Please send me your Earth's
Final Warning paper, and send me a free
Bible course. GM. California

A fHend ofmine introduced your paper
to me-Earth's Final Warning. I am very
interested to know more. Please put me on
your mailing list. Please also send me a
catalog of any written materials, audio
tapes, and video tapes. JG. New York

I am inquiring about getting some of
your literature. I have recently run across
your paper entitled Earth's Final Warn-
ing, which I found very interesting. I
would like very much to have a copy of
the article and whatever else you have.

Hp. Norlh Carolina
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eyes, and defile not yourselves with the
idols of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
But they rebelled against me, and would
not hearken unto me: they did not every
man cast away the abominations of their
eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of
Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury
upon them, to accomplish my anger
against them in the midst of the land of
Egypt." Ezekiel 20:5-8.

"To whom our fathers would not
obey, but thrust him from them, and in
their hearts turned back again into Egypt,
saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go
before us: for as for this Moses, which
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we
wot not what is become of him. And they
made a calf in those days, and offered
sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the
works of their own hands. Then God
turned, and gave them up to worship the
host of heaven." Acts 7:39-42.

Sun Worship

While the Egyptians worshiped many
gods, their chief god was the sun. In fact
all other gods were various manifestations
of the sun-god and his creative power in
nature. In "defiling themselves with the
idols of Egypt" they worshiped" the host
of heaven." When the children of Israel
forgot the Creator and began to worship
the creature, they also ceased to celebrate
the sign of the true God and the memorial
of His creative power, the Sabbath. As the
true Sabbath lost its significance to them
they gradually adopted its counterfeit, the
sign of idolatry and the memorial of sun-
worship.
The Egyptians dedicated the first day

of the week to their first or chief god,
Amon Ra, the sun. Since the king of
Egypt was the chief pontiff of their relig-
ion and the high priest of sun-worship, he
took the dynastic title of Pharaoh which is
the Hebrew rendering of Ph Ra-the sun.
The sun's day finally became known as
Sunday, "the wild solar holiday of all
pagan times." The Nonh British Review,
vol. 18,409. "It is notto be denied but we
borrow the name of this day from the
ancient Greeks and Romans, and we allow
that the old Egyptians worshiped the sun,
and as a standing memorial of their ven-
eration, dedicated this day to him. And we
find by the influence of their example,
other nations, and among them the Jews
themselves, doing him homage." Dia-
logues on the Lord's Day, Morer, 22-23.

By the end of the fourth generation the
Israelites were in such dense darkness and

0
Movements in
Prophecy

THE Exodus movement was based
on a definite time prophecy given
422 years before it began. See

Genesis 15:12-16.' The 400 years in-
clude the time of their sojourn in Canaan
as pilgrims and strangers in a strange
country. After Abraham returned from his
fIrSt journey into Egypt, the Lord renewed
to him the promise that Palestine would
be given to him and his seed forever. See
Genesis 13. This is made clear in the
Samaritan Pentateuch rendering of Exo-
dus I2:2G-4 I, "in the land of Egypt and
in the land of Canaan." There is no
contradiction, even in the Authorized
Version, for at that time Egypt was the
ruling power of the world and Canaan
was a part of the Egyptian Empire. It was
a part of "the land of Egypt."

The Exodus out of Egypt indicates a
former ingress into Egypt. This took place
when Jacob and his sons moved into
Egypt proper because of the famine.
While they sojourned in the land of
Goshen they multiplied and became a

great tribe or nation. But their mingling
with the heathen Egyptians was detrimen-
tal to their own religion. There came a
great apostasy or "falling away" from the
faith of their fathers, the faith once deliv-
ered to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. [n
their contact with the pagan gods and false
worship of the Egyptians they lost their
knowledge of the true God and His truth.
They gradually adopted heathen customs,
worshiped heathen gods, and finally for-
got the God of their fathers.

.. And say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God; [n the day when I chose [srael,
and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of
the house of Jacob, and made myself
known unto them in the land of Egypt,
wheo I lifted up mine hand unto them,
saying, [ am the Lord your God; in the day
that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to
bring them forth of the land of Egypt into
a land that I had espied for them, flowing
with milk and honey, which is the glory of
all lands: then said 1 unto them, Cast ye
away every man the abominations of his

!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!!!i!i!!!!!!!i!!!1 Taylor Bunch I
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The Lord through Abraham not only foretold
the length of time His people would remain

in the bondage and affliction of Egypt, but also
the time and generation when they would be
delivered and the Exodus would begin.

idolatry that they were but little better
than the Egyptians themselves. They were
at least semipagans, with but little left of
the faith and practice of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. The Exodus movement was
therefore a reformation to lead Israel back
to the knowledge of the true God; back to
"the faith once delivered to the saints."

Started on Time

The Lord through Abraham not only
foretold the length of time His people
would remain in the bondage and afflic-
tion of Egypt, but also the time and
generation when they would be delivered
and the Exodus would begin. He also
predicted that the affliction and persecu-
tion would be the worst just before their
deliverance. Pointing to this great time
prophecy Moses doubtless told the af-
flicted Israelites that deliverance was not
only near but that "this generation shall
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled."
The generation did not pass without see-
ing the time prophecy fulfilled, and the
Israelites on their way out of Egypt to-
wards the Promised Land. The time was
so long that doubtless many were tempted
to "cast away their confidence" and give
up all hope of deliverance.

Genesis 15:16. "For the guilt of the
Amorites is not yet full." -Moffatt Ver-
sion. "When the sins of the Amorites will
be complete."-Fenton Version. The
Amorites were the most powerful and
distinguished of the Canaanitish nations
and is here used to represent them all. The
nations in possession of the Promised
Land must be given time to repent before
they could be dispossessed by the Israel-
ites. This is the chief reason why the Lord
led Israel through the wilderness instead
of the direct route so the inhabitants of
Canaan could hear of their coming under
the leadership of the God of heaven and of
His mighty works in their behalf, and
could repent of their sins and be saved. It
was their last opportunity, and had they
accepted it they would have been spared
and remained forever with the Israelites in
their own land.

Probation Closed

Instead of welcoming the Israelites as
the people of God the Amorites fiercely
attacked them. This was the last act of
resistance and rebellion which sinned
away their day of grace and closed their
probation. Amorites began their attacks
soon after Israel crossed the Red Sea, not

even waiting till they reached the borders
of Canaan. They harassed Israel all along
their journey, cutting off the feeble and
infirmed. Their" iniquity was full" and
there was no room for mercy. "The
Amalekites had long been highhanded
sinners, and their crimes had cried to God
for vengeance, yet His mercy had still
called them to repentance; but when the
men of Amalek fell upon the wearied and
defenseless ranks of Israel, they sealed
their nation's doom." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 300.

Modern Israel had a pure faith in
apostolic days. It was the faith of Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob. "Even as Abra-
ham believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness. Know ye there-
fore that they which are of faith, the
same are the children of Abraham. And
the scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abra-
ham, saying, In thee shall all nations be
blessed. So then they which be of faith
are blessed with faithful Abraham."
Galatians 3:6-9. "They answered and
said unto him, Abraham is our father.
Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abra-
ham's children, ye would do the works
of Abraham." John 8:39.

Every false and pagan plant that was
not of divine origin had been rooted out of
God's garden or church. "But he an-
swered and said, Every plant, which my
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be
rooted up." Matthew 15:13.

But there came a gradual apostasy or
"falling awayll from the "faith of Jesus"
and the apostles. "That ye be not soon
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us,
as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no
man deceive you by any means: forthat day
shall not come, except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God

sitteth in the temple of God, shewing him-
self that he is God. Remember ye not, that,
when I was yet with you, I told you these
things? And now ye know what with-
holdeth that he might be revealed in his
time. For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work: only he who now letteth will
let, until he be taken out of the way."
2 Thessalonians 2:2-7.

The church gradually adopted worldly
customs and practices and finally drifted
so far into Egyptian or pagan darkness
that the "light of the world" was extin-
guished in the Dark Ages. Modern Israel
went down into modern spiritual Babylon

and became so conformed to her customs
and doctrines that the mark of distinction
almost disappeared. It lost its Christian
characteristics and became at best
semichristian and semipagan.

The Sabbath

The apostolic church in its pure faith
was loyal to God and His law. They
worshiped the Creator and observed the
memorial of His creation, the Sabbath. In
Babylon they gradually lost sight of the
Creator and became worshipers of crea-
ture-gods. They therefore forgot the Sab-
bath of Christ and the apostles, and
adopted the heathen day of the sun, or
Sunday. "The taking over of Sunday by
the early Christians is, to my mind. an
exceeding important symptom that the
early church was directly influenced by a
spirit that does not originate in the gospel,
nor in the Old Testament, but in a relig-
ious system foreign to it." Versteendniss
des Neue Tesrament, Dr. H. Kunkel, 76.
This foreign religious system from
whence Sunday came is paganism as rep-
resented by Babylon.

"The Gentiles were an idolatrous peo-
ple, who worshiped the sun, and Sunday
was their most sacred day. Now, in order
to reach the people in this new field, it
seems but natural, as well as necessary1 to
make Sunday the day of rest of the church.
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Seven time prophecies, some of which were made
more than 600 years before Christ, gave the time

God's people would remain in the darkness and
bondage of spiritual Babylon, and also the time
when their exodus back to Zion would begin.

At this time it was necessary for the
church to either adopt the Gentile's day.
or else 10 have the Gentilcs change their
day. To change Ihe Gentile·s day would
have been an offense and a stumbling
block to them. The church could naturally
reach them better by keeping their day:'
Tllree Propllel;c Day.\'. William Frederick.
169-170. They had so far departed from
the faith of the apostles that they would
ralhcr offend God than their heathen
ncighbors.

Time Prophecy

Seven time prophecies. somc of which
werc made more lhan 600 years before
Christ, gave the: timc God's people would
rcmain in the darkncss and bondage of
spiritual Babylon. and also thc time when
their exodus back to Zion would begin.
.. And he shall speak grcell words againsl
Ihe most High. and shall wear out the
saints of the most High. and think 10
change limes and laws: and they shall be
given into his hand until a time and times
and the dividing of time:' Daniel 7:25.

.. But thc CCUl1 which is without the
tcmple leave out and measure it not: for it
is given ul1l0 the Genliles: and the holy
city they tread under foot forty and
two monlhs. And I will give power umo
my two witnesses. and Ihey shall proph-
esy (\ thousand two hundred and three-
scorc days, clothed in sackcloth." Revela-
tion 11:2-3.

For 1260 prophetic days, or literal
years, the church would be subject to the
authority of the" beast" under the papal
head. and would be afllicted and perse-
cUled. The most bitler persecutions came
ncar the end of the period. "For then shall
be great tribulation. such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time. no,
nor ever shall be." Matthew 24:21.

While the Reformation began before
the end of the I260-year period of papal
supremacy. the Advcnl movement proper,
which was to call God's people all the
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way out of Babylon. did not start till about
thirty years after the close of the time
prophecy. This is significant in the light of
the fact that while the preparation for the
cxodus of ancient Israel began before the
close of the 400 years. the movement
itself did not leave Egypt till thirty years
after the close of the predicted period of
their bondage... Now Ihe sojourning of
the children of Israel. who dwelt in Egypt.
was four hundred and lhirty years. And it
came to pass at the end of the four hun-

drcd and Ihirty years. cven the selfsame
day il came to pass. Ihat all the hosts of the
Lord went out from the bnd of Egypt.··
Exodus I.
The investigalive judgmcm and the

Advelll 1ll0vemenl were 10 begin and did
begin at the Same time. al Ihe cnd of the
2300 years. "Then I heard one saint
spcaking. and another saint said unto thaI
certain s;.,int which spake. How long shall
be thc vision concerning the daily sacri-
fice. and the transgression of desolation.
to give both the sanctuary and the host to
be trodden under foot? And he said unto
me. Unto two thousand and three hundred
days: then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed:' Daniel 8:13-14.

The Advenll110vement arose in fulfill-
ment of time prophecy and started on
lime. While the proclamation of the Sec-
ond Advcnl message started several years
before the close of the 2300 years. the
movement proper in its threefold aspect.
as described in Revelulion 14, did nOI start
till the very year 1844. when a company
of Adventists began to observe the Sab-
bath. ThaI was the beginning of a world
movement Ihat has now reached almost
every part of the globe.

U And I saw anolher 3ngel ny in the
midst of heaven. having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nalion. and kin-
dred, and tongue. and people. saying
with a loud voice, Fear God. and give
glory to him: for the hour of his judg-

mcnl is comc: 3nd worship him Ihat
made heaven. and carlh. and the sea. and
the fountains of waters. And there fol-
lowt.:d another angel. saying. Babylon is
fallen. is fallen, Ihat grcat city. because
she made all nations drink of the wine of
the wrath of her fornicalion. And the
third angel followed them. saying wilh a
loud voice. If any man worship the beast
and his image. and receive his m;'lrk in
his forehead. or in his hand, the samc
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God. which is poured out without mix-
ture inlo Ihe cup of his indignation; and
he shall be tormcnted wilh fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels.
and in the presence of the Lamb: and the
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for
ever and ever: and they have no rest day
nor night. who worship the beast and his
image. and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name. Here is the patience of
Ihe here are they thaI keep the
commandments of God. and the faith of
Jesus. And I heard a voicc from heaven
saying unto me. Wrile. Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth: Yea. saith the Spirit. that they may
rest from lheir labours: and Iheir works
do follow them. And I looked. and be-
hold a white cloud. and upon the cloud
one sat like unto Ihe Son of man, having
on his head a golden crown. and in his
hand a sharp sickle:' Revelalion 1-+:6-
1-1.

A Reformation

The Advent movemcnt is a reforma-
tion 10 bring God's people Oul of Babylon
and all the way back to the faith and
practice of Christ and the apostles. ulhe
faith once delivered to the saints:' It is the
closing phase of the Reformation which
began in the sixtecnth cenlury and which
prepares a people I'm the Second Advent
of Chris!. Victory musl be gained over all
the customs and practices of Babylon so
lhal God's people arc a separate people.

.. And after these things I saw another
angel come down from heaven, having
grear power: and the earth was lightened
with his glory. And he cried mightily with a
strong voice. saying. Babylon the great is
fallen. is fallen. and is become the habita-
tion of devils. and the hold of every foul
spirit. and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of hcr fornicatioll. and
the kings of the earth have cOnlmiued
fomication with her. and the merchants of
the eal1h are waxed rich through the abull-



dance of her delicacies. And I heard anOlher
voice from heaven. saying, Come out of
her. my people. that ye be not partakers of
her !ooins. and thJt ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins hi.lvc rei.lchcd unto
heaven. and God hath remembered her
iniquities." Rcvcbtion 18: 1-5.

.. Be yc not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with dark-
ness? find whJt concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he thal believeth
wilh an inl-idel'! anel whut agreement hath
the temple of God with idols? for ye arc
the temple of the living God; as God hath
said. I will dwell in them. and walk in
them: and I will be their God. and they
shall be my people. Wherefore come out
from among them. Jnd be yc separate.
saith the Lord. and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you. and will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughlers. saith the Lord Almighty'"
2 Corinthians 6: 1.J.-18.

The probation of rhe world cannot
close so lhut the saints cm' .. inherit the

eanh" and occupy the tcrritory of the
modern nations. until they havc tilled up
the cup of their iniquity. This is one
reason for the delay in the fullillment of
God's promises to the Advent people.
They cannot have possession of the Prom-
ised Land (this earth in its redcemed state)
until the inhabitants of the canh have
rejected the last call and sinned away their
day of grace... With unerring accuracy the
Infinite One still keeps an account with all
nations. Whilc His mercy is tcndered.
with calls to repentance. this account will
remain open: but when the figures reach a
cenain amount which God has fixed, the
ministry of His wrath commcnccs. Thc
uccount is closed. Divine paticnce ceases.
There is no more pleading of mercy in
their behalf:' Testimonies. vol. 5. 208.

nGod keeps a reckoning with the na-
tions. Through every century of this
world's history evil workers have been
treasuring up wrath against the day of
wrath: and when the time fully comes that
iniquity shall have reached the stated
boundary of God', mercy. His forbear-
ance will cease. When the accumulated

ligures in heaven' rccord books shall
mark the sum of tl":msgression complctc.
wrath will come. unmixed with mercy.
and then it will be seen what a trcmendous
thing it is to havc worn out the divine
patience. This will be reached when
the nations shall unite in making void
God's law:' Ibid.. 524.

.. Every nation lhat has come upon the
slage of action has becn permitted to
occupy its place on the earth. that the facl
mighl be determincd whether it would
fullillthe purposes ofthc Watcher and the
Holy One. Prophecy has traced the rise
and progress of the world's great em-
pires-Babylon. Medo-Pcrsia, Greecc.
and Rome. With each of these. as with the
nations of less power. history has repeated
ilself. Each has had its period of test: each
has failcd. its glory faded. its power de-
parted:' Prophets alld Killgs. 535. 0

I According to Bib\..: :-'l·holal'>. the en:nt:-.
recorded in Exodu!' 15: 12-16 ocuITed eight
alkr the promil'C fiN given to Abr.lham (in

11:2{)-41). Tim!>. he already eight
year.;; into the 430-ycar time period mentioned in
Exodu:. 11:40---41 and 3: 17. - EDITORS
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